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1. Course Description

Research Methodology Level: graduate; 6 ECTS poirite course is conducted entirely in English

2. Learning Outcomes



Knowledge and under standing
Students know the advanced elements of high quadigntific research as well as the elements of a
sound research proposal.

Applying knowledge and under standing

Students are able to conduct scientific researdliet and to write research proposals.

Making judgements

Students should be able to differentiate betwe@nagpiate and inappropriate research methods.

Communication
Students will be able to communicate the outcomelstiae methodology of their studies to the
academic and non-academic world.

Learning skills
Students can themselves acquire knowledge aboytleamentary research methods.

3. Course Content

AWhat is science, what is scientific research?

A Major components of scientific research projects
A Prototypical research projects

AThesis writing

A Data collection and data analysis

A Formulating a research proposal

A Some exemplary empirical research methods

A Literature reviews

A Working with data bases and literature collections
A Ethical aspects of research

4. Course Design

The course is comprised of lectures and studergsemtations. An 80% attendance rate in sessions
is required; students have to engage activelyaasctliscussions and in project work. Assessment is
carried out by means of a written report that ighatsame time their thesis proposal.

5. Students’ evaluation

An ECTS grade is provided to the student at thedadrtkde course according to the- scale.
Students not successfully fulfilling all the coursguirements within the regular time frame have
the option of a re-sit once the following semster.

6. Course Admission Requirements

Admission to the course requires previous and eegrirolment in the European Master of System
Dynamics programme (i.e., having completed the siesnester in Bergen and the second semester
in Lund or Palermo) or a completed Bachelor progngnm Business Administration from

Radboud University plus the bachelor elective “Faations of system dynamics”.

7. Literature

Babbie, Earl: The Practice of Social Research,ELdition, 2010.



Bailey, Stephen: Academic Writing — A Handbook listernational Students!“®dition, 2011.

8. Further Information

Course Schedule
Week Topic

Introduction to the course (logistics)

2. Introduction to the scientific process
3. Thesis writing (overview)

4, Literature research and data bases
5. Formulating a research proposal

6. Discussion of students’ proposal

7. Discussion of students’ proposal

8. Discussion of students’ proposal

9. Discussion of students’ proposal
10. Discussion of students’ proposal
11. Discussion of students’ proposal
12. Discussion of students’ proposal
13. Discussion of students’ proposal
14. Discussion of students’ proposal

One lecture per week plus tutorials is envisione



