






What is a PhD?
The Doctorate of Philosophy (PhD) is the highest level of education in the 
academic systems of many countries around the world, including Italy.

In Italy, it is a three-year program reserved for a
limited number of participants. 

Its purpose is to provide skills and knowledge related to research in a 
specific academic field, developing critical thinking, synthesis, and analysis
skills. 

At the end of the program, the degree of Doctor of Philosophy
(Philosophiae Doctor) is awarded (equivalent to the PhD (Philosophiae
Doctor) used in the Anglo-Saxon world).



How do you access the PhD program?

Access to the PhD program is granted after completing a Master's degree.

Each university has its own regulations that establish the admission
procedures for the PhD program.
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Typically, admission to a PhD program is achieved through the submission
of a research project, in which the candidate presents the ideas underlying
the research they intend to conduct during their PhD, the research
questions they believe they can answer, and the methodologies they intend
to follow during their research.
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The project is discussed during an oral exam, in the presence of three professors with 
expertise in the academic field covered by the PhD program, 
generally from universities other than the one where the PhD program will be held. 

In some cases, the oral exam is preceded by a written exam on topics related to the master's
degrees that give access to the PhD program.

How do you access the PhD program?



How does the PhD program work?

During the three-year Doctoral program, the doctoral student typically: 
1) conducts activities focused on research, investigation, and in-depth study of methodologies

related to a specific academic field; 
2) takes courses specifically designed for the program; 
3) publishes articles in national and international journals, submitting the results of their

research to the scientific community; 
4) participates in conferences and seminars, including as a speaker; 
5) spends periods at other academic institutions and/or companies/research organizations, in 

Italy or abroad. 
6) may carry out limited teaching activities in support of academic courses.



How does the PhD program work?

To be admitted to the following year, at the end of each academic year, doctoral students are 
required to submit a report on their research activity during the year.

At the end of their studies, students must submit a thesis containing the results of their
research and defend it in a final exam before a committee composed of faculty and experts in 
the academic field covered by the doctorate, often from abroad. 

At the end of the program, students are awarded the title of Doctor of Philosophy (equivalent
to the PhD (Philosophiae Doctor), used in the Anglo-Saxon world).



What are the career opportunities for PhD students?

Obtaining a PhD degree enhances the candidate's employment prospects in any professional field. 

In fact, it often provides additional credits in public competitions and

is a preferential qualification in company selection processes. 

The main career opportunities are related to academia and teaching. 

A PhD holder can aspire to work as: university professor; researcher. 

However, a PhD degree can also lead to employment in both the public and private sectors, 

within companies, businesses, and private research institutions.



new paradigm! 
!

The doctorate represents a higher education path that offers young people a unique opportunity
for research, specialization, innovation, and personal development.

The PhD graduate, with the skills developed during this three-year program,
benefiting from local, national, and international exchanges, 

will illuminate not only their future academic career 
but also their careers within corporate research and development centers 
or public administration. 

This is the new paradigm of the PhD, 
an important title not only in the academic field. 



PhD School of UNIPA 

a structure dedicated to the coordination of all

transversal activities related to the Research

Doctorate

Training young people for research requires a huge investment in terms of time and resources,
but it is a far-sighted strategy for both universities and companies.

the University's point of reference for

higher education in research

Unipa is at the forefront!



multi-inter-trans

an integration of points of view, 

transdisciplinarity

Unipa is at the forefront!



The School carries out its activities with 

reference to Doctoral Courses with 

administration at the University of Palermo
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Association with the EUA 

European University 

Association, but even more 

importantly, with the EUA-CDE 

Council for Doctoral Education. 

Therefore, the School will

represent all doctoral programs

at European level, enabling

inspiring and fruitful

discussions and allowing all

doctoral students to participate 

in workshops, seminars, and 

roundtables offered at the 

European level.

UNIPA

INTERNATIONALIZATION The School carries out its activities with reference to Doctoral Courses 

with administration at Universities in agreement with the University of 

Palermo or with which UNIPA forms a consortium.

including actions Marie 
Sklodowska Curie for 
the mobility of researchers
within the European
programme



3. Employment status 
Males 93,0%
Females 90,1 %
Total 90,5 %

Number of PhD
(43 Universities)

6125

Number of 
interviewed

5439

Number of PhD
UNIPA

151

Number of 
interviewed

110

3. Employment status 
Males 72,2 %
Females 79,4 %
Total 75 %

To Study rewards!!!!!!

(ALMALAUREA (2024)), 

The survey carried out one year after the title

To Study rewards!!!!!!



Your future awaits you: 

let your potential shine! 

UNIPA will ALWAYS be with you! !

In conclusion, the doctorate illuminates the future of 

young people by offering them in-depth training, research

opportunities, and an environment for personal and 

professional growth.

Participating in a PhD program is a crucial step toward building 
a bright future. It's an opportunity to grow, innovate, and 
contribute to the advancement of knowledge.

https://www.unipa.it/Bando-corsi-di-
dottorato-di-ricerca-A.A.-2025-2026---ciclo-XLI/

Think about your future
Think about your success 
Think about your future success

antonina.pirrotta@unipa.it
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