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INTERNATIONAL iNTEGRATED STUDY PROGRAM AGREEMENT BETWEEN ___ AND UNIVERSITY OF PALERMO
On one part, University of Palermo, hereinafter also referred to as the “UNIPA”, with registered office at Piazza Marina n. 61, 90133 Palermo, Italy, VAT number 00605880822, and on its behalf and represented by prof. Fabrizio Micari, Rector of the University of Palermo;

additionally, on the other part, the _________, hereinafter also referred to as the “____”, with registered office at ___________, VAT number ___, and on its behalf and represented by prof. ________, Rector of the _____________ by virtue of Decree ___, of ___ , by which he is appointed Rector, and by virtue of Decree ___, of ___, by which the _________ Statute is approved, 
STATE
1. That both institutions share cultural, technical, educational, and scientific fields of common interest.

2. That collaboration and the exchange of experience and knowledge, as well as the provision of services between both institutions, are in their greatest interest for social and cultural progress.

3. That they are interested in promoting their international collaboration in the field of higher education and research. 
They hereby sign an agreement that regulates the conditions under which students may access and opt for a integrated study program from both universities, subject to compliance with the clauses established in this agreement, and in accordance with the current regulations at each institution. 
Current regulations at the ____________________: 
Current regulations at University of Palermo:
· D.M. n. 270, 22 October 2004 - Amendments to the regulation regarding the teaching autonomy of Universities, passed by Decree of the Ministry of University and of Scientific and Technological Research n. 509;

· D.M. 16 March 2007 relating to the determination of the university degree and master degree classes;

· Law 240, 30 December 2010 - Regulation regarding the organization of Universities, of management and recruitment of academic staff, as well as the act of delegation to the Government to the purpose of improving quality and efficiency in the University System.;

· D.M. n. 47, 30 January 2013 - Self-evaluation, initial and periodic accreditation of sites and courses of study and periodic assessment;

· D.M. n. 1059, 23 December 2013 - Amendments and additions to the Decree 47/2013.

· R. D. n. 4226/2014, 28 November 2014. Regulation of the international programs of the University of Palermo: double degree, joint degree and integrated program.

1 – Purpose of the agreement
This integrated study program agreement aims to establish the academic and administrative conditions for the exchange of students enrolled at the _________ Program at ________ and students enrolled at _____________ Program at UNIPA. 

The ________program at ___ is regulated in accordance with the official organization and planning of university education established by ___ ___, of ___. The program was approved by the 


 dated ___. 
_______________ Program at UNIPA is regulated in accordance with the official organization and planning of university education established by D.M. n. 270, 22 October 2004 - Amendments to the regulation regarding the teaching autonomy of Universities, passed by Decree of the Ministry of University and of Scientific and Technological Research n. 509.
2 – Student application and admission
Maximum ___ students per institution may opt for the integrated program every academic year. This number may be modified by mutual agreement between the signatories of this agreement by adding an addendum. 
The students who opt for the integrated study program must be accepted into the corresponding programs at both institutions. They must first be accepted into the program at their home institution, where a first selection of students who may opt for the integrated study program will be made, although the student’s final admission requires approval by the partner institution.
In order to formalize their application to the integrated study program, the students must present the following documents: 
· Standard application form;
· Curriculum vitae of the student;
· Copy of the student’s national identification card or passport;
· List of courses to attend.

The documents accompanying the application may be presented at ___ in ___ or English language and at UNIPA in Italian or English language.

When deemed appropriate, the institutions may interview the students who apply for admission into the integrated study program, or request certification of their language level. 
The ___ will send to UNIPA the list of its students accepted into the integrated study program. UNIPA will inform the ___ whether the students on that list are also accepted there.

UNIPA will send the ___ the list of its students accepted into the integrated study program. The ___ will inform UNIPA whether the students on that list are also accepted there.

3 – Credit and grading system, and equivalences
The credit and grading system for official education at the ___ is regulated in accordance with ___, of ___, which establishes the ___ credit and grading system for official university degrees valid throughout ___ national territory.
The credit and grading system for official education at the UNIPA is regulated in accordance with D.M. 270, Amendments to the regulation regarding the teaching autonomy of Universities, passed by Decree of the Ministry of University and of Scientific and Technological Research n. 509.

Both systems are described in Annex II.

Annex III describes the procedure for the recognition of credits and the grading equivalence that each institution will apply for students participating in the integrated study program.
4 – Stay
The students participating in the integrated study program must attend minimum one semester (15 CFU) at the partner institution.
The academic officials responsible for this agreement must inform the incoming students about the organization of the courses they will take during their stay at the partner institution.
After completing the stay, the students must submit to their institution of origin an official student transcript issued by the partner institution in order to receive credit for the courses taken. The certificate must be presented in English.
5 – Curriculum
Annex IV details the correspondences between the courses to be chosen by the students from both institutions. It indicates also the recognition for courses taken at the partner institution.
6 – Registration and tuition
Once the students have been accepted into the integrated study program, they will formalize their registration upon arrival at the home institution 
The student will be exempt from paying registration fees for the courses taken at the host institution during the period of the stay.
7 – Student obligations and rights
During the exchange period, the students will be subject to the rules and regulations of the partner institution and to all the legal and social obligations within the host country. Likewise, they will enjoy the same rights as students enrolled at the partner institution. 
8 – Expenses
Transport costs, medical insurance, accommodations, upkeep, and any other expenses arising during the exchange period established in the integrated study program will correspond to the student. The student must acquire health insurance that guarantees access to health care in the host country. This insurance must cover medical and health care, death and disability caused by an accident, repatriation assistance for death by any cause, and reimbursement for medical expenses caused by an accident. 
The partner institution, through the administrative official responsible for this agreement, pledges to provide assistance in the search for suitable accommodations, although all stay expenses will correspond to the student. Likewise, the partner institution pledges to provide the student with information relating to the host country, visas, required medical insurance, etc., before their arrival. The partner institution must provide students in the integrated program with the same services that they generally provide their own students. 
9 – Duration of the agreement
This agreement will take effect from the time of its signing by the representatives of both institutions, and will be valid for a period of ___ years. Following this period, the agreement may be renewed by written consent. Either one of the signatory institutions may terminate this agreement in writing, which must be sent to the partner institution _______ months in advance. If one institution wishes to terminate this agreement, both pledge to meet their commitments to the students admitted into the integrated program before either one withdraws from it.
10 – Use of Logo
The Partners mutually commit not to use the name and/or logo or any other identifying marks for purposes other than those covered by the agreement, except for specific agreements between the parties that provide, prior explicit approval, forms of communication and divulging of the initiatives covered by the agreement.

11 – Personal data treatment
Universities will arrange for the treatment, the dissemination and communication of personal data in pursuit of their institutional goals and as provided by law.
12 – Text of the agreement
The agreement will be drawn up in English. Any amendments or changes to the text of the agreement must be requested in writing by the institution proposing them.

If any disagreement regarding the interpretation and application of the agreement arises in ___, _________ laws and regulations will be applied. If the disagreement arises in Italy, the laws and regulations of Italy will apply. 
As proof of agreement with the foregoing, the present agreement is signed in duplicate.

	ON BEHALF OF ___
Prof. ___
Rector University of

	on behalf of UNIVERSITY OF PALERMO
Prof. Roberto Lagalla

Rector University of Palermo

	
	

	
	


Annex I. Academic and administrative officials responsible for the integrated study program agreement
The academic officials responsible for the integrated study program are: 
· ___ - Director of the ___________________________ Program at ___
· ___ - Director of the ___________________________ Program at UNIPA
The administrative officials responsible for the integrated study program, including administrative dialogue with the partner institution agreement, are: 
· __________________ ___
· . Email: ___, tel. ___ at ___
· Valeria Floriano at UNIPA

International programs

P.zza Marina, 61

091/23893832

valeria.floriano@unipa.it - programmi.internazionali@unipa.it 

If either one of the signatory institutions changes any of the officials named herein, it must inform the partner institution, as well as the academic and administrative officials of the integrated study programs, and indicate the corresponding substitutes. 
Annex II.

Credit and grading system at the _____
Credit and grading system at UNIPA
The European credit is the unit of measure representing the amount of academic work done by a student in order to fulfill the objectives of a curriculum. It is earned by passing each course that makes up the curricula of the various subjects that lead to the conferral of official university degrees that are valid throughout Italian national territory. This unit of measure integrates lecture and laboratory instruction, as well as other directed academic activities, including the hours studying and doing homework that the student must dedicate in order to achieve the learning objectives for each course in its corresponding curriculum. At the University of Palermo, one European credit is equivalent to 25 student work hours. One academic year at the Unipa corresponds to 60 ECTS credits.

The results obtained by the student in each course within the curriculum will be graded using a numerical scale from 0-30 and to each its corresponding qualitative grade can be added:
· 0 – 17: Fail.

· 18 – 23: Pass.

· 24 – 27: Merit.

· 28 – 30: Distinction.

Moreover, a grade of Distinction with Laude may be awarded to the top students who earn a grade equal to 30, but the number of them receiving this grade may not exceed five percent of the students registered in the course in the corresponding academic year. If the number of students registered per course is less than 20, at most one student may receive the Distinction with Laude grade.

Annex III. Equivalences of credits and grades
The recognition of credits at the ___ will conform to Article 2.2.2 of the Regulations for the Recognition and Transfer of Credits at the ___, which indicates: “In order for credits earned in any course of official university education, both ___ and foreign, to be recognized, the following points must be taken into account:
a) There must be adequacy between the skills, knowledge, contents, and credits associated with the materials or subjects taught at the institution of origin and those contemplated in the materials or subjects taught at the host institution, or be transversal in nature.
b) Pursuant to that indicated in the preceding section, in order for the recognition of the corresponding credits to be granted, the equivalence must be at least 70%.”

The recognition system must ensure that the student has acquired the necessary skills in order to obtain the degree at each one of the two partner institutions.
The grades earned by students from UNIPA in courses taken at their home institution will be incorporated into their ___ transcript under the provisions in the Regulations for Grades in Courses Taken within the Framework of an International Mobility Program at the ___. These regulations will also be used to incorporate grades earned by ___ students in courses taken at UNIPA into their ___ transcript.
Table 1: grade equivalence for exam.
	______EXAM
	UNIPA EXAM
	
	________ EXAM
	UNIPA EXAM

	
	18
	
	
	25
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	26

	
	20
	
	
	27
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	27
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	29

	
	23
	
	
	30

	
	24
	
	
	30 cum Laude


Annex IV. Curriculum and recognition
Table 2: Correspondence of courses in UNIPA to be recognized by________
	___ students

	Courses to pass at the UNIPA
	Recognition by ___ for the courses taken

	CODE
	NAME
	Credits
	Semester
	CODE
	NAME
	Credits
	Semester
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Table 3: Correspondence of courses in _______, to be recognized by UNIPA
	UNIPA students

	Courses to pass at the ___
	Recognition by UNIPA for the courses taken

	CODE
	NAME
	Credits
	Semester
	CODE
	NAME
	Credits
	Semester
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