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In the course, the history of mankind is considered from the point of view of 
chemistry. It is shown as artisans of different kinds, smiths, potters, painters, healers, 
did practice chemistry in the past, thus contributing to its improvement and progress. 
The rise and development of the major chemical concepts and ideas are discussed: 
 
Protochemistry and alchemy. 
Philosophical theories on he structure of matter. 
The birth and evolution of chemical instruments. 
The discovery of quantitative laws. 
The discovery of gases: pneumatic chemistry. 
Lavoisier and e theory of oxygen. 
Elements, atoms and molecules. 
Valence and structures: the birth of organic chemistry. 
Theories on acidity, from Lavoisier to Arrhenius. 
Electricity and chemistry, from Galvani to J. J. Thomson. 
Chemical language, written and symbolic. 
Ordering the world of chemistry: the discovery of periodicity law. 
The discovery of elements. 
The discovery of subatomic particles. 
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