Remarks of Sen ator BarackObama: Reclaim‘ing the American Dream
Tl Dorado, KS | January 29,2008

I want to thank Governor Sebelius: for her support in this campenon ' for the Ieadershlp she s prov;ded the stite

of Kansas, and for the: examp]e she s set for Democrats all across America.

" In her two terms as GOVern'or"'Kaﬂtleen Sebelius has proved: that new Jjobs and good schools; affordab
health care and clean energy are 1ot Democrauc ideas or Repubhcan 1deas they are Amepcm ideas. And she
has shown Amenca that the Democratic Party is a-party that can run anywhere and win anywhere and lead
anywhere as long as we're the party of change the party of the future. Governor Sebe lius s a bright part of
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that future, and we are gratefiil to have: her with us- here today.
You know, we -hav‘e been told for many—ﬁtears that we are be_co_mi_ng ;note d_ivided as a nafion.

We have been made to believe that differences of race and region; .wea]th and gender; party and religion

have separated us-into warring factions; mto Red States and Blue states made up of 1nd1v1duals Wlth

opposmer wants and needs with conﬂlctmg hopes and drcams

ﬁﬂ..*:_-—.—‘--—IPis-a—v131orr-0'f—Amenca-that‘s-been—explmtedv and- encouraged— by- pundits and 'politieians who.need_this ;w_ﬁ.;.f.;. -

d1v1s1on to score points and win eléctions. But it is a vision of America thatI am: r'unrunor for President to .

fundamentally reject ‘not because of a blind optlrmsm I hold, but because of a story Tve ] hved

It's a story that began here, in El Dorado, when a young man feH in-love with a young woman who grew up
down the road in Augusta. They came of age in the midst of the Depressmn where he found odd jobs on

Smail rarms and oil rlgs always doogmg the bank Ianures ana roreCIOsures that were swecpmg, the matrom:

They married just after war broke _out in ,Eurdpe; and he en]ist_'e‘d in EattOn's arn;iy aﬁervﬂle bor'nbingoﬂf rPearI

Harbor. She gave birth to their daughter on the base at Fort Leavenworth, and worked on a bémber assembly

line when he left for war.

In a time of great uncertainty and an_}tietjt, my gTandparents held on to a simple dream - that they could raise
my mother in a land of boundless opportunity; that their generation's struggle and sacrifice could give her the

freed'orn to be What she wanted to be; to Iive how she wanted to Iive.

I am standmg here today because that dream was realized - because my grandfather got the chance to go to
school on the GI Bill, buy a house through the Féderal Housmg Authority, and move his family west - all the

way to Hawau - where my mother would go to college and one day fall in love W1th a youno student from

Kenya 7 | . _
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I am here because that dream made my parents love pos31ble even then because it meant that after my

; *father left, when oty mother. stmggled as'a smg]e parent and even tumned to: food stamps for-a tmle she was ..

still able to send my sister and me to the best schoo]s in the country

And I'm here becanse years later, when I found my own loveina p]ace far away, called C]:ncacro she told me

of a similar dream. Michelle gTew up in a Workmg-class farnlly on the South Slde during the 19;05 Her
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father had been d1agnosod thh multiple sclerosis at just thi[‘t} years old And yet every day of hi—s life; even

when hé had to rély on a Wal}mz to get him there, Fraser Robmson went to work at the loedl water filtration

'plant while his wife stayed home mth the chﬂdren And on that smcrle salary, he was- able to send Mlohelle

and her brother to Pnnceton
Our famﬂys story is one that sPans milés and generations; races and reahtles Tt's the story of farmers and
'soldters city wUrkers and single [omS. It takes place in-small towns. and good sehoots in Kansas and .

Kenya;:on the shores of Hawaii-and the streets of Chlcago It's a varled and unhkely Jjourney, but one that's

held together by the same sunple dream
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And that is why it's Amenean, :
That's whyI can stand here and talk about how this country is more than a eolleetxon of Red States and Blue
States - because my story eould only happen in the United States i

: 'Ihat'e “why I. believe”that we. dre not as dmded as our'pohtlcs suggests"'thet'the‘dreamwe share is mare =

powerful than the dlfferences we have - because I am living proof of that ideal.

" And that'is what T have seen all aeross this country over the eourse of thiscampaign:
I've seen crun_gbligg,rscnools:m Sou_th Carolina that are stea_lmg the future ‘of ‘black children and white
 children. ’ | S

I've been told of the m_]IlStICC in the growmg dlwde between Main Street and Wall Street by the lowest- pald
—*wmkchﬁid—ﬂie—’vVea}thiestb}erﬂa&ee i _ — :

‘T've met- autoworkers in Iowa and teachers in New Hampshlre and dlshwashers in Nevada who -are all

fighting: the same it ght for better waves and oood benefits and a retlrement they can count on.

’-y—
And I've talked to young people and old people; Democrats, Independents,'and Repubhoans who love their

country, support their troops, and believe it is time to bring them home from Iraq.

We are not as divided as our politics suggest. Yes, we disagree. Yes, we have interests and ideologies that

" don't always alicrh. Yes we have real differences. ’ : 5 o . I

But the blggest dwlde in Amertea today is not between its people, it 13 between its.people and their leaders in . - |
Washington, DC. That is Vvhere our oollectlve dream has ‘been deferred. That's” where ‘the money and |
influence of lobbyists kJH our plans to make heaith care more affordable or energy eleaner year after year
a_fter year. That S Where CamPaign .promlses to keep jobs in America or put tax cuts in the pockets of Workmcr

> famlhes are cast asxde to make room for the poht1cs of the momeﬂt And thats where pohtxc]ans would rather ™'

£i, demomze each other to_score pomts than come tocrether to solve our | eommon challenges

< % That is where the real dIVlSIOIl lies-in a polmcs that echoes throuch the medla and seeps into our culture - -
a the kmd that seeks to drive us apart and put up -walls where none. e)ﬂst '

It's the pohtzes that tells us that those who dtffer from us on a few thmgs are different from us on all things;

that our probiems are the fault of those who dont think hke us or look like us or come from where we do
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The -welfare ‘queen is taking our tax money. The immigrant is taking our jobs. The gay person must be
irnrnoral-,' and the believer must be infolerant. :

_ 'Well-we are here to- say that this-is: not the America-we believe in and-this is-not the politics we -have to
aceept anymore.' Not this tirne. Not,ﬁoxar; } - 7 ' - -

This will not be easy Beoause the change we seeL wﬂl not Just come from overcoming the Jnoramed and

destructrve habits of Washmcton it will reqmre overcornlng our own féars and our own doubts. It will -

reqmre each 6f us.to dq our part in closrng the moral dejf'zclt the empathy deﬁcrt - that exists in this nation. |

Tt will take standinf in one another's shoes and remembering ‘drat we are. our Tprr")‘d‘ler's keeper; we are our .

si'ster‘s— keeper @ : N o e
Thls wﬂl not be casy, but Amerlcas story tells me it's- possrble My story tells me it's possrble ‘What began

here in Kansas all those ‘years ago tells me 1t's possible.

: Because as we face another trme of anxrety and uneertamty a trme Where foreclosures sweep the nation and

farmhes strugg]e to stay aﬂoat where loved ones leave for war and parents wonder what kind of world ‘dnen ;

ch1ldren will mhent 1 beheve that th1s nanon can rally around the snnple dream 'rhat my grandparents held

B et i iy

SEls even 1 the darkest of days [ g

Tt's a dream that we can ﬁnd a job with Wages that support a farnﬂy That we can havc health care that's
; affordable for when we get sick. That we can retlre Wlth dlonlty and securlty And that we can provide our
- children with educanon and opportumty so'that they can be what they want to be and live how they want to

- live.: They are the comnion drearns that can ﬁnal-ly unite a nation around a common purpose.

) ,'Ihere are those who w111 contmue to tell us we cannot do ‘dns 'I'hat we cannot come together That the' T

- divisions in our politics run too deep. That we are offermg the Amerrcan peopIe false hopes

But here‘s what T know. -

Tknow ﬂiaf when I hear people say that we can't come tooe’rher to lift up workino families who are si:ruggling

in this economy, 1 thmk back to the streets of Chicago, where I began my career as a community organizer_
- twenty- -five years ago. In the shadow of a-closed steel rrnll we brought whrte people and black peopie and_ 2
~ Latinos together to prov1de JOb trammg to the _]Db]CSS and after schooI programs for chlldren Block by block,

We restored hope and opportunzty to those nelc,h’oorhoods and I can beheve we.can do the same thing for the o

rwoncmg families of America.

‘Right now, there's an economic stlmuius package moving through Congress that Wl]l provrde a boost to the
*-economy and to working. farmhes Its similar to the one I proposed a few weeks ago, and. wolﬂd PTOVIdB

immediate tax rehef for worklng fanrnhes I hope that when it's ﬁnal 1t Wﬂl also provrde rehef to senlorS and

NS SRR el

' -extend Hnemplomnent insurance fo those who ve lost théir _]ObS el =8 -_ e At

But we need to do éven more to restore fairness and balance to our economy Last mght we . heard the

Pre51dent say that he wanted to make hIS tax cuts for the Wea}thlest Amencans permanent aoam Well We

Gy




7 can't afford more George Bush tax cuts for those who don't.need them and weren't even asking for them. _lt's

tn:ne to grve tax rehef to the nnddle class families who rieed it right now.

When I am Presrduntj we'll step giving tax brealxs to compames who shrp our jobs overseas, and Ill put a -

+ mrddle class tax cut into the pockets of working families. This tax cut will be worth up to §1000 for a

'Workmfr famrly We'll prov1de strucrghng homeowners some relief by giving them a tax credlt that worﬂd

.cover ten peroent of a famﬂy E mortgage interest payment every year. And we're also going to give semiors a

i :break by elunmatmg income taxes for any retiree making less than $50,000 a year, Because every single

Amerlcan should bP able to retire with d1grnty and respect.

—

That also means helprnv Americans save for retirement when they're still working. When-I'm Pres1dent
~ employers: will be requiréd to enroll every worker in a direct-deposit retiremént account that places a small
‘ percentage of each paycheck into savmgs You can keep this account even if you change jobs, and the

federal govemment wﬂl match the savmgs for Iowerurnoorne worklng famrhes

It's also time we had a Pres1dent who won't wa1t another ten years to ‘raise the minimum wage. | w111 raise it

to keep pace eyery year so that workers don't fall behind. I'l] mstrtute a Credit Card Bill of Rights that Wlll

" ban credit card ¢ companles “from changing the agreement you signed u up > for, changing the intere

you've 'already incurred, or charging mterest on late fees. Amerlcans should pay what they owe, but they

should also pay what's fair, not Just what's proﬁtable for some credit card company

‘ The same prmerple should appiy to our ban_kruptcy laws. I Opposed the credit card industry's bankmptoy bill

< that made i't harder for working families to climb out of debt, and When I'm Presrdent I'll make sure that

st rafe on debt '

~CEOs cant dump your pension with one hand while they collect a bonus w1th the other That's an outrage,

and it's timie we had a President who knows it's an outrage

_Its also time we had a President who stopped talking about the outrage of 47 million uninsured Americans
and started doing somethmg about it. When I hear that we can't.come together and expand health care to the
umnsured -I think back to how I was able to bnng Deimocrats and Republicans together in Illinois to provide
health-insurance to 150,000 children and parents. And when. I'm President, we "1 finally pass a universal
health care plan that will make sure every single American can get the same kmd of health care that members

of Congress get for themselves My plan does more to cut costs than any other plan in this race - 1ip to $2500

fora tvolcal family. And we won't pass it twenty years from now, not ten years from now - we'll pass health

care by the end of my. first term in office.

_ When I hear that there's no Way we can overcome the power of lobbylsts and spe(;tal interess, I think about
. How'I was able to pass the’ first: major ethrcs reform in Ilhno1s twenty five yea;rs ‘T'think about how in
: Washmoton I was able to b1 'ing Democrats and Repubhcans together to pass tbe strongest Iobbymg refom]
; Am a generatmn we banned gifts frorn Iobbyrsts rneals Wrth 1ob’oy13ts subsrdrzed qavel on fancy jets, and
for the first time in history, we forced lobbymts to tell the A_rnencan public Who they‘re ra1emtT money from
and who in Congress they're funneling it to. Washmoton lobbyrsts haven‘t funded my campaign,, they won't

TUn My W'hrte House, and they will not drown out the voices of Workmg Amerroans when I amd Pre31dent



And When 1 hear that some of our kids Just can't learn; that we Cant do anything about crumblmc schools and
rising tuition; I think back to the. chandes that somebody, somewhere gave my family. The ticket my father
got to come study in Amerjca The oppormmtv my mother had to put herself thrpugh graduate school. - The

chance I had to go to the best schools in the country, even though we didn't have much. .

It is tlme to gwa every child in Amenca that kmd of chanoe no matter what they look like or where they'
come from. When I am President, we will prov1de all our ch11dren Wlth a worldaclass educatgon from the day_ _

they re born until the day they g,Taduate college. That means earIy childhood education to give them the best
possible start. That -means not Just talking about how great teachers are, but rewarding them for their
greatness .with better pay, and more support And 1t means prov1dmg every American with a $4 000 a year

tax credit that will finally help make a coIlege educatlon affordable and available for all.

_This _e}ectlo_n is our chance - our moment - to restore the snnple dream of those who came before us for

another genéra’t_ion“ of Americans. But only if we can Eié_iﬁe together and like previbus genérations did and
cios.e thét divide between a people and its leaders in Washington.
Because in the end, the choice in this election is not between regions or religions or genders..It's not about

rich versus poor; young-versus old; and it is not about black versus white.

It's about the past versus the future.

It's about whether we settle for the same divisions and distractions and drama that passes for-potitics-today;

or whether we. reach for a politics of common sense and innovation; ~of shared sacnﬁce and shared

prosperlty

In the face of war and depresswn through great struggle and tremendous sacrifice, that is:the future that my

grandparents generatlon forged for their children. It is why - that htt]e girl Who was born at Fort Leavenworth

' could dream as b1g as the Kansas sky And it is: why I stand before youw today because There are two Tittle

g1rls I tuck in at night who deserve a world.in which they can dream those same big dreams; in which they

“can have the same chances as any ‘other child living any other place: It is a dream I share for your children . -
- and all of our children, and that is why it's American - always hoping, always reaching, always striving for

that better day ahead. I hope you'll join me on that journey, and I thank you for welcoming me back to the

place my family called home.




