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Research activity deals with several aspects of Ecology and Systematic of Mediterranean marine macroalgae. It mainly focuses on 

fitobenthic communities inhabiting sicilian coasts in order to analyse their structure, composition and health status. The main interest 

groups are coralline red algae (rhodolits, Lithophyllum byssoides) and brown algae belonging to the genus Cystoseira sensu latu, 

considered important habitat formers in the Mediterranean Sea. Research activity also concerns alien marine macrophytes (e.g. 

Caulerpa, Asparagopsis, Halophila). The research activity is based on field (sampling) and laboratory (microscope observations to 

identify the species) activities. The research activity is also conducted in collaboration with Researchers from other Research 

Institutions (e.g. University of Catania, University of Trieste, Stazione Zoologica Anton Dohrn).  
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