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UNODC – 20 years of history

• UNODC is the UN agency established to combat 
drugs and crime.

• Its foundation in 1997, merger between the UN 
Drug Control Programme and the Centre for 
International Crime Prevention.

• The drug agency initiated its activity on drugs in 
the 70’s

– Conventions on drugs 1961, 1971 on production and 1988 on drugs 
trafficking

• The 2000s: landmark Conventions against 
Corruption and Transnational Organized Crime.
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United Nations 
Convention against 

Transnational Organized 
Crime (UNTOC)



Statement of Purpose

“The purpose of this 
Convention is to promote 

cooperation to prevent and 
combat transnational 
organized crime more 

effectively”
(Article 1, UNTOC)
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UNTOC Supplementing 
Protocols

on
Trafficking in Persons

and
Smuggling of Migrants



Purpose of the Protocols

Trafficking Protocol
•Prevent and 
combat trafficking 

•Protect and assist 
victims of trafficking

•Promote 
cooperation among 
States parties
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Smuggling Protocol

• Prevent and 
combat smuggling

• Protect the rights 
of smuggled 
migrants

• Promote 
cooperation 
among States 
parties



Definition of Trafficking in Persons



Definition of Smuggling of Migrants

• "procurement, in order to 
obtain, directly or indirectly, 
a financial or other material 
benefit, of the illegal entry of 
a person into a State Party of 
which the person is not a 
national or a permanent 
resident." (Article 3).

• The target of the Smuggling 
Protocol is smugglers who 
act for profit
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Routes - Migrants are smuggled in all regions 
of the world



Smuggling routes change – from North Africa to 
Europe



Smuggling routes are volatile



Examples of Hubs in Africa



Supply and demand driven



Different activities at different stages:
•At the origin: Recruitment and 

publicizing the services
•In smuggling hubs: Organization, 

contacts 
•Along the route: Transportation, housing, 

border crossing
•At the destination: Arrangements for 

stay, and transportation inland

Smugglers are active along the 
route, not only at borders



The organization 
of migrant smuggling



UNODC Global Report on Trafficking in Persons (GLOTIP)



Main forms of exploitation and profiles of detected 
victims, by subregions, 2018 (or most recent)



Victims are targeted when they are more vulnerable

Percentage of cases by pre-existing factors that traffickers 
have taken advantage of  

Source: GLOTIP collection of court case summaries



Statistics shows unemployment levels is determining 
trafficking flows from Bulgaria (Hungary, Russia) to the 

Netherlands



Origins of trafficking victims detected in Western 
and Southern Europe, 2018 (or most recent)



Destinations for trafficking flows from Sub-
Saharan Africa, 

2018 (or most recent) 



Share of African victims of trafficking in persons among 
total victims detected in destination regions

!"#$%&'()*+,-(&./0"$/12"3("3(3/12"3/.(4/1/5



A variety of different type of traffickers involved

Source: GLOTIP collection of court case summaries 

Traffickers structure



Reported trafficking victims, by type of criminal actors involved in the 
trafficking



Trafficking in Persons and Technology

• Dataset on trafficking and 
technology

• Technology integrated in the 
modus operandi of traffickers

• Emergence of ‘cyber flows’

• Emergence of internet-based 
forms of exploitation

• Trafficking on social media 
platforms expanded



Thank you! 

http://www.unodc.org/glotip.html
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