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Questionnaire on the culture of legality in Palermo/Sicily
Berlin, 22 July 2021
Dear students, 

my name is Theresa Reinold, I’m a university professor from Duisburg/Berlin, Germany, and I will be coming to Palermo (26 July to 9 August) to do field research there. I’m currently carrying out a research project which compares the Sicilian experience fighting organized crime and establishing a culture of legality to that of certain Central American countries, namely Guatemala, El Salvador, and Honduras, which are particularly affected by the presence of organized crime.

As part of this project I would like to get some insights from university students regarding their lived experience as Sicilians/Palermitans who were raised in an environment where anti-mafia education plays a major role and who nowadays live in a city where Cosa Nostra continues to operate – although much more subtly and less violently than thirty or forty years ago.

Ideally, I would like to have a focus group discussion with some of you when I’m in Palermo, which I understand might be difficult because of the summer break and also because of the pandemic. However, if some of you are currently in Palermo and willing to talk to me, I’m happy to arrange a meeting. For those of who you cannot be physically present I would be grateful if you could answer the following questions and email them to me. If you, for whatever reasons, cannot or do not want to answer some of these questions, just skip them.

You can reach me at theresa.reinold@uni-due.de or alternatively via Whatsapp: 0049 177 747 7173. 

If you don’t feel comfortable speaking or writing in English, feel free to reply in Italian (I understand Italian but cannot speak it).

Many thanks and best wishes,
Theresa Reinold
QUESTIONS:

Did you undergo anti-mafia education in high school? If so, what kinds of projects did you participate in? What impact - if any - did this kind of anti-mafia education have on your thinking, values, and behavior? 

When looking at Sicily as a whole, do you think anti-mafia education is effective and should be continued (or even intensified)? Why/why not?

What other measures taken by the state but also by non-state actors such as NGOs to fight the Mafia do you consider effective and why?

How do you see the role of the church fostering a culture of legality in Sicily?

How present is Cosa Nostra in your daily lives?

· Is the mafia a topic that you frequently discuss with family, friends, colleagues etc.? 

· Have there been instances where you’ve felt threatened, unsafe, etc. because of the presence of Cosa Nostra in Sicily?

· Is the influence of Cosa Nostra felt in the university context?

Do you think that the Mafia presence in Sicily is unequivocally bad? Or do Sicilians in some ways benefit from Cosa Nostra’s presence? If so, in what ways?

From your perspective, has the Covid-19 pandemic affected the presence of organized crime in Sicily? If so in what ways?

Do you trust the police? Would you turn to the police, for instance, if your car, purse, etc. got stolen? Why/why not?
Do you trust the courts? Why/why not?
Do you trust politicians? Why/why not?
Are there any other thoughts you’d like to share with me about the Mafia and the culture of legality in Sicily?
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