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Academic Regulations of the Master’s Degree Programme in Neuroscience 
 
Academic year/reference cohort: 2025–2026 

Pursuant to the resolution of the Degree Programme Board in Neuroscience dated 23/04/2021 and subsequent 

amendments (second amendment: 24/02/2022; third amendment: 17/07/2023; latest amendment: 24/06/2025) 

Approved by the Department Council on: 26/06/2025 

Degree Class: LM-6 (Biological Sciences) 

Mode of course delivery: conventional 

Language of instruction: English 

Teaching location: Palermo 

ARTICLE 1 
Purpose of the Regulations 

 
These Regulations govern the teaching activities and organizational aspects of the Degree Programme, pursuant to 
Article 12 of Ministerial Decree No. 270 of 22 October 2004, as subsequently amended and supplemented, and in 
accordance with the University Academic Regulations (Rector’s Decree No. 3299-2025 of 20/03/2025), while fully 
respecting academic freedom, as well as the rights and duties of faculty members and students. 
 
The present Regulations were approved by the Degree Programme Board in Neuroscience on 23/04/2021 and 
subsequently updated (second amendment: 24/02/2022; latest amendment: 17/07/2023). 
 
The competent academic body is the Degree Programme Board in Neuroscience, and the Department of 
Biomedicine, Neuroscience and Advanced Diagnostics serves as the reference Department. 
 

 
ARTICLE 2 
Definitions 

 
For the purposes of these Regulations, the following definitions shall apply: 
 
a) School: the structure which, pursuant to the current University Statute, where established, coordinates and 
rationalizes the teaching activities of the Degree Programmes assigned to it by the Departments constituting it; 
 
a-bis) Department: the reference structure for the Degree Programmes which, pursuant to the current University 
Statute, promotes the scientific activity of its faculty members and ensures the teaching activities within its area of 
competence; 
 
b) General Regulation on University Autonomy: the Regulation containing provisions concerning the educational 
autonomy of universities, pursuant to Ministerial Decree No. 270 of 23 October 2004, as subsequently amended and 
supplemented; 
 
c) University Academic Regulations: the Regulations issued by the University pursuant to Ministerial Decree No. 270 
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of 23 October 2004, as subsequently amended and supplemented, enacted by Rector’s Decree No. 3299-2025 of 
20/03/2025; 
 
d) Master’s Degree Programme: the Degree Programme in Neuroscience, Degree Class LM-6; 
 
e) Degree qualification: the Master’s Degree in Neuroscience; 
 
f) Scientific Disciplinary Sectors, grouped into categories: the set of academic disciplines referred to in Ministerial 
Decree No. 639/2024 of 02/05/2024, as subsequently amended and supplemented; 
 
g) Disciplinary area: a set of culturally and professionally related Scientific Disciplinary Sectors, defined by Ministerial 
Decrees; 
 
h) University Educational Credit (CFU): the unit measuring the student workload required for learning activities, 
including individual study, necessary for a student with adequate initial preparation to acquire the knowledge and 
skills provided within the educational activities established by the Degree Programme regulations; 
 
i) Learning outcomes: the set of knowledge, skills, and competences, expressed in terms of expected learning 
outcomes, which characterize the cultural and professional profile that the Degree Programme is designed to 
achieve; 
 
j) Degree Programme Regulations: the set of rules governing the curricula of Degree Programmes; 
 
k) Educational activity: any activity organized or provided by the University in order to ensure the cultural and 
professional education of students, including, among others, lectures, seminars, practical and laboratory activities, 
small-group teaching activities, tutoring, guidance and counselling, internships, projects, dissertations, individual 
study, and self-learning activities; 
 
l) Curriculum: the set of university and extra-university educational activities specified in the Degree Programme 
Regulations for the purpose of obtaining the corresponding degree qualification. 
 
 
ARTICLE 3 
Structure and Specific Educational Objectives of the Degree Programme 
 
The Master’s Degree Programme in Neuroscience (Degree Class LM-6 – Ministerial Decree 270/2004) is organized 
as a single curriculum with a duration of two academic years. Its structure is described on the University educational 
offer website (Web/Off) and in the SUA-CdS document, where the study plan is reported together with information 
concerning the titles of the courses or integrated courses, the individual modules composing each integrated course, 
the CFUs, the types of educational activities (basic, core, related, and supplementary activities), the Scientific 
Disciplinary Sectors (SSD), and the methods adopted for the assessment of learning outcomes. 
 
The Degree Programme pursues the following educational objectives. 
 
The Master’s Degree Programme in Neuroscience is part of the process of innovation and rationalization of the 
educational offer of the University of Palermo, with the aim of enhancing the knowledge, competitiveness, and 
employability of graduates holding first-cycle degrees in Biology and Biotechnology. 
 
Based on the interdisciplinary expertise and excellence available within the University, the characteristics of local and 
national biotechnology industries, and the innovative trends of the bioeconomy, a new educational pathway in 
Neuroscience has been designed. 
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The Degree Programme in Neuroscience primarily trains specialists in Neuroscience and Neurobiology, whose 
education may be further refined through advanced postgraduate training programmes. Graduates of the Degree 
Programme in Neuroscience may access professional opportunities in research and development divisions of public 
and private hospitals, Scientific Institutes for Research, Hospitalization and Healthcare (IRCCS), pharmaceutical and 
biotechnology industries, companies and innovative start-ups focused on the development of new neurological drugs 
and psychopharmaceuticals, as well as new bioengineering technologies for the management, diagnosis, and 
innovative treatment of diseases affecting the central and peripheral nervous systems and mental disorders. 
Graduates may also work in public or private companies involved in biological databases, big data analysis, and the 
development of software and applications for the management and early diagnosis of diseases of the central and 
peripheral nervous systems. 
 
The natural professional placement of graduates of the Degree Programme in Neuroscience is therefore in academic 
research and industrial research, advanced diagnostics, patient management, and the analysis of clinical and 
biological data in the field of Neuroscience. Additional professional areas include the neuropharmaceutical and 
neurobiotechnological industries, which are currently undergoing rapid expansion, as well as industries producing 
diagnostic medical devices, neurorehabilitation technologies, and neuroprostheses. 
 
The Degree Programme is structured to provide an adequate and balanced preparation in the basic disciplines (48 
CFUs) and in areas of clinical interest, particularly in Biochemistry, Anatomy, and Physiology, in which the structural, 
morphological, and functional aspects of the central and peripheral nervous systems, including their cellular and 
molecular correlates, are thoroughly examined. These courses provide the essential foundation for a correct 
understanding of pathological processes, diagnostic and instrumental procedures, and related pharmacological 
therapies. 
 
These latter educational objectives are ensured through courses in Neuropathology, Neuropharmacology, Clinical 
Neuroscience, and Advanced Diagnostics. Significant emphasis is also placed on the study of Information Processing 
in Neuroscience, which is strategically important for a modern computational approach to Neuroscience. 
 
Furthermore, the educational pathway of the Degree Programme in Neuroscience includes elective courses chosen 
by students and practical laboratory activities. 
 
The new Master’s Degree Programme in Neuroscience aims to train graduates who possess: 
 
solid fundamental knowledge at the molecular and cellular levels in Neuroscience from an interdisciplinary 
perspective; 
advanced scientific knowledge and the ability to apply such knowledge, in compliance with legal regulations and 
ethical and bioethical principles, to the various fields of Neuroscience, particularly within hospital, pharmaceutical, 
industrial, and veterinary sectors, as well as in scientific communication, patenting and intellectual property 
protection, legislation, fundraising, and management. 
 
The Degree Programme is entirely taught in English. 
 
The specific activities and educational aims of each individual course are described in Annex 1 to these Regulations. 
The study plan also includes additional activities such as internships and/or traineeships, language proficiency 
activities, the final examination, and elective courses freely chosen by the student. 
 
The complete course description sheets (“schede di trasparenza”) for each individual course can be consulted on 
the University of Palermo website 
 
https://www.unipa.it/dipartimenti/bi.n.d./cds/neuroscience2331/en/?pagina=pianodistudi 
 

ARTICLE 4 
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Admission to the Degree Programme 
 

Admission to the Master’s Degree Programme in Neuroscience requires possession of the curricular requirements 
established by the Degree Programme Academic Regulations and specified in the SUA-CdS document. 
Students holding a Bachelor’s Degree belonging to Degree Classes 1 (Biotechnology) and 12 (Biological Sciences) 
under Ministerial Decree 509/1999, as well as Degree Classes L-2 (Biotechnology) and L-13 (Biological Sciences) 
under Ministerial Decree 270/2004, or another qualification obtained abroad and recognized as equivalent, shall be 
deemed to satisfy the required curricular requirements. 
 
Students holding degrees other than Biology may also be admitted, provided that they possess curricular 
requirements corresponding to an adequate number of CFUs, as defined below, acquired in Scientific Disciplinary 
Sectors considered essential for the study of the biological disciplines included in the Master’s Degree Programme. 
In all cases, the student’s personal preparation shall be assessed according to the procedures established in the 
Degree Programme Academic Regulations and specified in Section A3.b of the SUA-CdS. 
 
Graduates holding a Bachelor’s Degree or a three-year university diploma may be admitted to the International 
Master’s Degree Programme in Neuroscience, provided that their Curriculum Studiorum includes at least 60 CFUs 
overall in courses belonging to the following groups of Scientific Disciplinary Sectors (SSD): 

• At least 24 CFUs in the sectors BIO/01, BIO/02, BIO/04, BIO/05, BIO/06, BIO/07, BIO/09, BIO/10, BIO/11, 
BIO/14, BIO/16, BIO/17, BIO/18, BIO/19; MED/01, MED/03, MED/04, MED/07, MED/08, MED/26, MED/36, 
MED/37, MED/39, MED/48.  

• At least 18 CFUs in the sectors FIS/01–FIS/08, INF/01, ING-INF/05, MAT/01–MAT/09, CHIM/01–CHIM/12, 
SECS/01 or SECS/02, INF/01, ING-INF/05, MPS/02, MPS/03.  
 

The curricular requirements must be fulfilled by 30 September, or by the final deadline established for requesting the 
verification of curricular requirements. For applicants who do not fully satisfy such curricular requirements, admission 
to the Master’s Degree Programme shall be subject to an individual evaluation of the Curriculum Studiorum. Missing 
CFUs may be obtained prior to enrolment, including through enrolment in single courses and the successful 
completion of the related examinations. 
Written and oral proficiency in English at a minimum level equivalent to B2 is among the admission requirements and 
shall be assessed through the applicant’s Curriculum Studiorum, through another internationally recognized 
certification (IELTS, etc.), or through an English language proficiency test provided by the University prior to the 
interview for the assessment of curricular requirements and personal preparation. This requirement shall be 
considered fulfilled for applicants who are native English speakers. 
Written and oral proficiency in Italian shall be inferred from the applicant’s Curriculum Studiorum or from another 
appropriate certification, or otherwise assessed by the academic members of the Teaching Committee, in order to 
activate, where necessary, Italian language instruction within the framework of additional language skills activities. 
In the case of qualifications obtained abroad and recognized as suitable, the applicant’s Curriculum Studiorum shall 
be evaluated according to the procedures described above, following the conversion of the declared credits or 
qualifications into CFUs attributable to disciplines corresponding to the aforementioned SSD groups, and, where 
necessary, through the recognition of equivalence of the final degree evaluation. Furthermore, all applicants holding 
qualifications obtained abroad shall be required to pass an interview with the academic members of the Teaching 
Committee, in order to demonstrate possession of an appropriate level of knowledge deemed necessary for 
admission to the Degree Programme. 
 
Course website curated by the Programme Coordinator: 
 
Link : https://www.unipa.it/dipartimenti/bi.n.d./cds/neuroscience2331/en/ 
 
 
For graduates belonging to other Degree Classes, holders of Master’s Degrees from other Degree Classes, and 
applicants holding equivalent qualifications or foreign academic qualifications recognized as suitable by the University 
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administration, the possession of the curricular requirements and adequate personal preparation shall be assessed 
through an interview conducted by a committee appointed by the Degree Programme Board (CCS). 
 
Enrolment in the Degree Programme through transfer from another Degree Programme or another University is 
subject to approval by the Degree Programme Board (CCS), which shall also determine which CFUs previously 
acquired by the student may be recognized for the purpose of obtaining the degree qualification, on the basis of the 
cultural and academic affinity between the courses of the Degree Programme and those to which the previously 
acquired CFUs refer. Following the recognition of such CFUs, the CCS shall determine the student’s year of 
enrolment. 
 

ARTICLE 5 
Option Choice in Interclass Degree Programmes 

(Article 8, paragraph 2 of the University Academic Regulations) 
 
The option choice procedure is not applicable to the Master’s Degree Programme in Neuroscience. 
 

ARTICLE 6 
Academic Calendar and Teaching Activities 

 
The academic year begins on 1 October and ends on 30 September of the following year. 
Specific information concerning the teaching activities of the Degree Programme shall be provided in the academic 
calendar, which is approved each year by the Department and/or the School Council, where established, prior to the 
beginning of the academic year, and published on the School/Department website and on the Degree Programme 
website, in compliance with the University Academic Calendar. 
 
https://www.unipa.it/dipartimenti/bi.n.d./cds/neuroscience2331/en/ 

 
ARTICLE 7 

Types of Teaching Activities Adopted 
 

Teaching activities are mainly delivered through the following forms: lectures, classroom practical sessions, 
laboratory activities, and seminars. Other forms of educational activities include student office hours, tutoring and 
academic guidance, ongoing and final assessments, dissertation work, internships, professional traineeships, 
participation in conferences and study trips, and participation in international student mobility programmes (Erasmus 
Programme, etc.). 
Additional teaching methods considered appropriate for achieving the educational objectives of the Degree 
Programme (see Article 3) may also be introduced. 
 
The correspondence between CFUs and contact teaching hours for the three principal types of educational activities 
is as follows: 
8 hours per CFU for lectures; 
12 hours per CFU for classroom practical sessions; 
12 hours per CFU for laboratory activities. 
 
Considering that a significant proportion of students enrolled in the Degree Programme come from foreign countries, 
and that some of these students may be primarily interested in obtaining an Italian residence permit in order to remain 
in Europe and Italy rather than in actively pursuing the degree programme itself, compulsory attendance is introduced 
for classroom lectures and practical sessions. 
Students are therefore allowed a maximum absence rate of 30% of the scheduled teaching hours. This measure is 
considered necessary because some students enrolled in the programme, after arriving in Palermo, have neither 
continued their studies nor formally withdrawn from the programme, thereby negatively affecting the Degree 
Programme, which is evaluated also on the basis of student academic progression and completion rates. 
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Teaching activities shall be delivered in traditional in-person mode. 
 

ARTICLE 8 
Additional Educational Activities 

 
Internship or traineeship activities carried out by students at external institutions or companies affiliated with the 
University of Palermo must be authorized in advance by the Degree Programme Board (CCS). The CFUs that may 
be awarded for such activities are recognized by the CCS upon submission of a report describing the activities carried 
out, signed both by the company tutor and by the academic tutor appointed by the CCS, and shall be officially 
recorded during dedicated examination sessions. Each internship CFU corresponds to 25 hours of activity. 
 
The recognition of CFUs for other educational activities independently undertaken by the student (including the 
acquisition of additional IT, language, disciplinary, or other competences) and submitted for validation to the CCS 
shall take place following verification of the documentation certifying the completion of the training activity and 
subsequent official registration during dedicated examination sessions. 
 
Students may also carry out internships within laboratories of the University of Palermo, under the supervision of a 
faculty member of the Degree Programme, of the BIND Department, or of another member of the academic staff of 
the University of Palermo, for the number of hours required, subject to submission of a request to the CCS at least 
30 days prior to the beginning of the internship. 
 
For the number of CFUs required for each internship and for the total number of internships, students must refer to 
their study plan, available on the Degree Programme website.  
 
https://offertaformativa.unipa.it/offweb/public/corso/visualizzaCurriculum.seam?cid=19060&oidCurriculum=25056 
 
The internship programme must in all cases be related to the fields of Neuroscience or Biomedicine, whether carried 
out in Italy or abroad during Erasmus mobility periods. 
 
According to the 2025–2026 Educational Offer (OFF), the curricular internship consists of a single 14-CFU internship 
during the second year, in order to comply with the University procedures concerning remunerated internships. 
 
In order to submit a request to the Coordinator of the Degree Programme to begin the single 14-CFU internship, 
students must have successfully passed the examinations of at least three first-year courses. 
 
Students may complete the CFUs required within the course “Internship and Orientation Training” through activities 
other than attendance in research laboratories. The CFUs required for the internship may be completed with a 
maximum of 3 CFUs deriving from other activities, including: 
 
Seminars (equivalent to classroom lectures) organized by faculty members of the University of Palermo in English 
and consistent with the educational objectives of the Degree Programme, whether funded through University CORI 
funds or not, corresponding to 8 contact hours = 1 CFU, upon submission to the Coordinator of a certificate of 
attendance indicating the actual hours attended; 
Conferences, courses, minicourses, including online activities, whose programme clearly specifies the number of 
hours attended, with 25 hours of practical activity corresponding to 1 CFU. Multiple certificates may be submitted up 
to a total of 25 hours for each CFU requested. A certificate of attendance is required; 
Educational activities organized by the University, such as ADO activities or other activities advertised on the 
University website. 
 
The internship must be carried out in accordance with the AlmaLaurea procedures established by the Department 
and the University. The internship is always aimed at the preparation of the final thesis. The Degree Programme 
Board unanimously established, autonomously, that such internship must have a duration of 36 hours for each CFU, 
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in accordance with Article 5 of the General Internship Regulations issued by Rector’s Decree No. 2999 of 26 July 
2021. Consequently, students are required to complete 500 hours of internship activities. 
 
As established by the Degree Programme Regulations in Neuroscience, students who are native English speakers 
shall be awarded from 3 to 6 CFUs within the framework of additional language skills activities, upon submission of 
a request to the CCS together with a certificate attesting at least a basic knowledge of the Italian language and the 
number of course hours attended. 
 
If the Italian language course corresponds to fewer than 6 CFUs, native English-speaking students may use the 
remaining CFUs either to further improve their Italian language proficiency or to study another European language. 
 
Students who are not native English speakers shall be awarded 6 CFUs within the framework of additional language 
skills activities upon submission of a request to the CCS together with a certificate attesting an English language 
proficiency level of at least C1, including documentation of the number of hours of the C1-level course attended in 
order to obtain the certification. 
 
Students who are neither native English speakers nor native Italian speakers shall be awarded 6 CFUs within the 
framework of additional language skills activities upon submission of a request to the CCS together with a certificate 
attesting an English language proficiency level of at least C1. In addition, they may be awarded a maximum of 3 
CFUs within the curricular internship or other educational activities upon submission of a request to the CCS together 
with a certificate attesting a basic knowledge of the Italian language and indicating the number of hours of the Italian 
language course attended. 
 
Certificates attesting language proficiency may have been obtained prior to enrolment in the Degree Programme, 
provided that they are not older than five years. 
 
The University of Palermo provides English language courses up to C1 level through the University Language Centre 
(CLA), as well as Italian language courses for foreign students through the ITASTRA School of Italian Language for 
Foreigners. 
 
Students may graduate only after obtaining both a C1 level certification in English and a basic level certification in 
Italian, through which they will complete the CFUs required in the study plan. 
 
The internationalization of the educational pathway shall be further strengthened through collaboration with the 
University of Rzeszów, which has expressed its willingness to host second-year students for laboratory internships 
and, where applicable, for the preparation of their final thesis. 
 
The procedures for the recognition of language skills and competences, differentiated according to restricted-access 
degree programmes, open-access Bachelor’s and single-cycle Master’s degree programmes, and Master’s degree 
programmes, are specified in the dedicated section of the UniPa Career Management Portal concerning language 
skills. 
Abilità Linguistiche | Università degli Studi di Palermo 
 

ARTICLE 9 
Elective Activities Chosen by the Student 

 
Starting from the second year, students may request the inclusion in their study plan of courses selected from among 
those offered within the educational programmes of Degree Courses at the University of Palermo other than their 
own, or at other Italian or foreign universities. 
 
The inclusion of elective and optional courses must be carried out by the student through the Student Portal within 
the time windows established for the first and second semesters in the University Academic Calendar, according to 
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the procedures specified on the UniPa website section dedicated to enrolled students and career management. 
Studenti | Università degli Studi di Palermo 
Approval of the student’s request by the Degree Programme Board, or through a decision of the Degree Programme 
Coordinator to be submitted for ratification at the first available meeting of the Degree Programme Board, shall 
normally take place within no more than 30 days from the date of the request. 
 
Where the student’s choice is made within the framework of an international mobility or cooperation programme, the 
rules and procedures established for the specific university exchange programme concerned shall apply. 
 
The inclusion of elective activities within cooperation programmes and the recognition of the related CFUs shall be 
submitted to the competent Degree Programme Board, which shall deliberate upon the student’s request. 
 
 

ARTICLE 10 
Recognition of Certified Professional Knowledge and Skills 

 
Pursuant to Article 11, paragraph 5 of the University Academic Regulations, and as provided for by Ministerial Decree 
No. 931 of 4 July 2024, the Academic Regulations of Degree Programmes may allow the recognition, as university 
educational credits (CFUs), of professionally certified knowledge and skills individually acquired in accordance with 
the relevant legislation currently in force, as well as other knowledge and skills developed through post-secondary 
educational activities, up to the maximum number of CFUs established by the applicable regulations. 
Recognition shall be granted on the basis of the competences demonstrated individually by each student, and 
collective forms of recognition are excluded. 
Activities that have already been recognized for the purpose of awarding university educational credits within 
Bachelor’s Degree Programmes may not be recognized again as educational credits within Master’s Degree 
Programmes. 

 
ARTICLE 11 

Prerequisites 
 

The prerequisites established for the Degree Programme are those reported in the attached Table 1. 
 

ARTICLE 12 
Consistency between CFUs and Specific Educational Objectives 

 
Each faculty member is required to carry out the teaching activities assigned to them, and the course syllabus must 
be consistent with the specific educational objectives of the course as reported in the table attached to Article 4 of 
these Regulations. 
Pursuant to Article 6, paragraph 4 of the University Academic Regulations, the determination of the CFUs assigned 
to each educational activity shall be made taking into account the specific educational objectives of the activity, in 
coherence with the specific educational objectives of the Degree Programme. In all cases, an adequate number of 
CFUs must be assigned to each educational activity. 
The determinations referred to in the previous paragraph shall be submitted to the opinion of the Joint Faculty-Student 
Committee established within the Department or within the competent School, where established, as provided for by 
Article 15 of the University Academic Regulations. 

 
ARTICLE 13 

Methods of Assessment and Examination Sessions 
 

The methods for assessing student achievement for each educational activity, as well as any intermediate 
assessment tests, are specified for each course of the Degree Programme in the relevant course description sheet 
available at the following web address: 
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https://www.unipa.it/dipartimenti/bi.n.d./cds/neuroscience2331/en/?pagina=insegnamenti 

 
Assessment methods specifically tailored for part-time students, working students, foreign students, or mothers with 
young children are not предусмотрены. Practical activities remain compulsory also for these categories of students, 
subject to prior agreement with the relevant faculty member. 
 
The assessment methods adopted, as specified in the individual course description sheets, must be consistent with 
the expected learning outcomes of each course and must be capable of distinguishing different levels of achievement 
of such outcomes. 
 

ARTICLE 14 
Faculty Members of the Degree Programme 

 
See Table 2 attached to these Regulations. 

 
ARTICLE 15 

Organizational Arrangements for Educational Activities for Students in Specific Conditions 
 
In order to facilitate foreign students, working students, and mothers with young children, and subject to the approval 
of the faculty member concerned, lectures may be streamed live via Microsoft Teams or other platforms and/or 
recorded and made available through a platform specifically prepared by the Degree Programme and protected by 
password access. 
 
The above-mentioned categories of students must be authorized by the Degree Programme Board (CCS), to which 
they must submit a formal request prior to the beginning of the lectures for each semester. 
 
Attendance at practical sessions and laboratory activities is compulsory, as these activities constitute a fundamental 
component of a Master’s Degree Programme belonging to Degree Class LM-6. 
 
For part-time students and students in specific conditions who are unable to comply with any attendance 
requirements, all the material necessary to sit the assessment examinations for each course shall be made available. 
The obligation to complete internships or any mandatory traineeships according to the established procedures shall 
nevertheless remain in force. 
 

ARTICLE 16 (formerly Article 17) 
Final Examination 

 
Students may not access the final examination unless they have completed a thesis period of at least nine months 
within a University laboratory or within the research activity of a University faculty member. 
 
In order to submit a request to begin the thesis work to the Degree Programme Coordinator, students must have 
acquired at least 30 CFUs from first-year courses. 
 
The thesis period is calculated in months, independently of the certified internship hours, even where the internship 
period overlaps with the thesis period. 
 
The thesis must be carried out under the supervision of a faculty member or researcher belonging to an Italian or 
foreign university or research institution, while indicating as academic tutor a faculty member teaching within the 
Neuroscience Degree Programme who may validate the thesis prior to graduation. 
 
The choice of the thesis supervisor must be made at least nine months before the expected graduation date; 
otherwise, the student shall not be eligible to graduate, even if all the CFUs required by the Degree Programme, 

mailto:dipartimento.bind@unipa.it
mailto:dipartimento.bind@cert.unipa.it
http://portale.unipa.it/dipartimenti/bind
https://www.unipa.it/dipartimenti/bi.n.d./cds/neuroscience2331/en/?pagina=insegnamenti


 

Policlinico Universitario “Paolo Giaccone” - Via del Vespro, 129 - 90127 PALERMO 
Tel. amministrazione: 091 238.65.807 – 091238.65.835 

Mail: dipartimento.bind@unipa.it; dipartimento.bind@cert.unipa.it (pec) 

 
http://portale.unipa.it/dipartimenti/bind 

 

 

 

 

DIPARTIMENTO DI BIOMEDICINA, NEUROSCIENZE E 
DIAGNOSTICA AVANZATA (Bi.N.D.) 
Direttore – Prof. Riccardo Alessandro 
 
Scuola di Medicina e Chirurgia 
Corso di Laurea Magistrale in Neuroscience 
Coordinatore 
Prof. Valentina Di Felice 
 
 
 
 

excluding those assigned to the final examination, have been obtained. 
 
Characteristics of the Final Examination 
 
The Master’s Degree in Neuroscience is awarded upon successful completion of a final examination consisting of 
the presentation and discussion of a written dissertation prepared by the student in English, reporting the results of 
original scientific or technological research requiring experimental activity. 
 
The dissertation constitutes a formative component completing the two-year educational pathway. The thesis is 
required to demonstrate a significant degree of originality in its development, and its preparation must be 
proportionate to the number of CFUs assigned to it within the Degree Programme regulations. 
 
The thesis must correspond to a short dissertation structured in a manner analogous to an “original article” intended 
for publication in an ISI-indexed scientific journal with an Impact Factor. 
 
As a rule, the thesis is carried out within a University Department. With the approval of the Degree Programme Board, 
thesis work may also be carried out within research laboratories of public or private institutions external to the 
University. 
 
The thesis shall be publicly discussed before a specially appointed Examination Committee. The thesis shall be 
written and discussed in English. 
 
The Committees appointed for the evaluation of the final examination shall express an overall assessment taking 
into account the student’s entire academic career and, in particular, the consistency between educational and 
professional objectives, the student’s cultural maturity, presentation skills, and intellectual elaboration abilities. 
 
Procedures for Conducting the Final Examination 
 
In order to be admitted to the final examination for the International Master’s Degree in Neuroscience, students must 
complete a laboratory practical activity period of at least nine months (internship period). 
 
The final examination consists of the drafting and public discussion of an experimental thesis reporting the results of 
original scientific research, whether basic or applied, demonstrating scientific and managerial autonomy. 
 
The laboratory activity and preparation of the final dissertation shall be carried out under the supervision and 
responsibility of a Supervisor (Relatore), who may be a faculty member, researcher, or adjunct professor of the 
University, as provided for by the University Academic Regulations (Article 30 of Rector’s Decree No. 341/2019). 
 
If the person directly supervising the student’s experimental activity differs from the Supervisor, a Co-supervisor 
(Correlatore) may also be appointed. The Co-supervisor is not required to belong to the Degree Programme Board. 
 
The thesis, written and discussed in English, shall first be presented before an Examination Committee composed 
of 7 to 9 members among Professors and Researchers, in addition to any members designated by other institutions 
where applicable. 
 
The functions of Chair of the Committee shall be performed by the Coordinator of the Degree Programme Board or 
by a delegated representative. 
 
External professors and experts may also participate in the Final Examination Committee, in addition to the ordinary 
members and limited to the discussion of Master’s theses for which they act as Supervisors or Co-supervisors. 
Additional persons provided for by specific legal provisions may also participate in the Final Examination Committee. 
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The initial graduation score (admission score to the final examination), derived from the student’s academic record, 
shall be obtained by calculating the weighted average of examination grades expressed out of thirty, using the CFUs 
assigned to each course as weighting factors. 
 
In calculating this weighted average, the lowest grade obtained by the student in an examination carrying a maximum 
of 6 CFUs shall be excluded. In the case of courses carrying more than 6 CFUs, the calculation shall be performed 
by assigning to the excluded examination grade a weight corresponding to the number of CFUs exceeding six. 
 
The Examination Committees for the final examination shall have a total of one hundred and ten points available, 
regardless of the number of Committee members. The minimum passing grade is sixty-six out of one hundred and 
ten. When the candidate achieves the maximum score, honours (cum laude) may be awarded unanimously. 
 
The score assigned to the thesis work may result in a maximum increase of 8 points, allocated according to the 
following criterion: up to 8 points awarded by the Committee. 
 
An additional increase of 1 point shall be awarded if the final degree examination is completed within the extraordinary 
session of the second academic year of enrolment. 
 
A further increase of 1 point shall be awarded to students who have participated in international mobility programmes. 
 
The type and procedures of the final examination for the Master’s Degree Programme in Neuroscience are specified 
in the dedicated regulations available at: 
 
Final Examination Regulations – Neuroscience Degree Programme, University of Palermo 
 
The regulations governing the final examination were approved by the Department and are available on the Degree 
Programme website. They may subsequently be updated in accordance with University regulations and additional 
specific provisions concerning Degree Classes established by Ministerial Decrees No. 1648 and No. 1649/2023. 
 

ARTICLE 17 
Awarding of the Degree (Master’s Degree) 

 
Pursuant to Article 35 of the University Academic Regulations, the Master’s Degree is awarded upon acquisition of 
at least 120 CFUs, regardless of the number of years of enrolment at the University. 
 
The final Master’s Degree grade is expressed out of one hundred and ten, with a maximum grade of 110/110 and 
possible honours (cum laude), and is calculated on the basis of the average grades obtained in the examinations 
included in the Degree Programme, together with the evaluation of the final examination, taking into account the 
relevant University and Degree Programme regulations. 
 

ARTICLE 18 
Degree Qualification 

 
Upon completion of the programme and successful passing of the final examination, students are awarded the 
academic title of Master of Science in Biological Sciences (LM-6), Degree Programme in Neuroscience. 
 

ARTICLE 19 
Certifications and Diploma Supplement 

 
Pursuant to Article 37 of the University Academic Regulations, the Student Administration Offices shall issue 
certifications, attestations, transcripts, and any other documents relating to the student’s academic career in 
accordance with current legislation and, where applicable, through telematic procedures. 
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Upon request of the interested party, the University shall issue free of charge, as a supplement to the degree 
certificate, a document in both Italian and English reporting, according to models adopted by European countries, 
the principal information concerning the specific curriculum followed by the student in obtaining the degree 
qualification (Article 37, paragraph 2 of the University Academic Regulations). 
 
For other types of certifications not specifically mentioned in this Article, reference is made to Article 38 of the 
University Academic Regulations concerning “Micro-credentials and Open Badges”. 
 

ARTICLE 20 
Joint Faculty-Student Committee 

 
Pursuant to Article 15 of the University Academic Regulations, each Degree Programme contributes to the activities 
of the Joint Faculty-Student Committee of the Department or School, where established, to which the Degree 
Programme belongs. 
 
The Degree Programme participates in the composition of the Joint Faculty-Student Committee of the Department 
or School, where established, through one faculty member (Professor or Researcher, excluding the Degree 
Programme Coordinator) and one student representative. The procedures for the selection of the members are 
established by specific regulations. 
 
The Committee verifies compliance with the educational activities established by the Degree Programme 
Regulations, the University Academic Regulations, and the University Academic Calendar. 
 
In summary, with regard to the activities of the Degree Programme, the Joint Committee performs the following 
functions: 
a. verifying compliance with the educational activities established by the Degree Programme Regulations, these 
Regulations, and the University Academic Calendar; 
b. expressing opinions concerning the consistency between the CFUs assigned to educational activities and the 
planned specific educational objectives; 
c. monitoring processes and proposing corrective actions in relation to the current regulations concerning self-
assessment, evaluation, and accreditation of Degree Programmes; 
d. expressing opinions regarding the activation or discontinuation of Degree Programmes. 
 
The Joint Faculty-Student Committee shall report any identified irregularities to the Director of the Department 
responsible for the Degree Programme and to the Department to which the faculty member concerned belongs, to 
the Degree Programme Coordinator, to the President of the School, and, where appropriate, to the Rector. 
 
The Committee verifies compliance with the educational activities established by the Degree Programme 
Regulations, the University Academic Regulations, and the academic calendar, with specific responsibilities defined 
in the document “QUALITY ASSURANCE SYSTEM OF EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES: ROLES AND 
RESPONSIBILITIES”, available at the following website: 
https://www.unipa.it/ateneo/.content/documenti/pqa/Linee_guida/sistema-AQ-formazione_ruoli-e-
responsabilit_def.pdf 
 
The names of the Committee members are available on the following webpage: 
https://www.unipa.it/dipartimenti/bi.n.d./cds/neuroscience2331/qualita/commissioneParitetica.html 
 

ARTICLE 21 
Degree Programme Quality Assurance Management Committee 

 
Within the Degree Programme, a Degree Programme Quality Assurance Management Committee is established. 
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Without prejudice to the specific provisions concerning Quality Assurance Committees in healthcare-related degree 
programmes, the Committee is appointed by the Degree Programme Board and is composed of the Degree 
Programme Coordinator, who serves as Chair of the Committee, two faculty members of the Degree Programme, 
one technical-administrative staff member, and one student representative. 
 
The Degree Programme Board appoints the two faculty members on the basis of applications submitted by faculty 
members affiliated with the Degree Programme. 
 
The technical-administrative staff member is selected by the Degree Programme Board, upon proposal of the 
Coordinator, from among those providing services in support of the Degree Programme. 
 
The student member is selected from among the student representatives serving on the Degree Programme Board 
and may not simultaneously serve as the student representative on the Joint Faculty-Student Committee. 
 
The Committee is responsible for preparing the Cyclical Review Report of the Degree Programme and the Annual 
Monitoring Report (SMA), consisting of the verification and evaluation of actions aimed at improving the management 
of the Degree Programme, as well as the verification and in-depth analysis of the objectives and overall structure of 
the Degree Programme. 
 
Reference should also be made to the Guidelines for the University Quality Assurance System, available at the 
following website: 
https://www.unipa.it/ateneo/.content/documenti/pqa/Linee_guida/sistema-AQ-formazione_ruoli-e-
responsabilit_def.pdf 
The names of the Committee members are available on the following webpage: 
https://www.unipa.it/dipartimenti/bi.n.d./cds/neuroscience2264/qualita/commissioneAQ.html 
 
 

ARTICLE 22 
Evaluation of Teaching Activities 

 
The survey on students’ opinions concerning teaching activities includes the evaluation, by students attending each 
course, of the faculty member, logistics, organization of teaching activities, and the level of interest in the topics 
covered. 
 
The student opinion survey is conducted through an online questionnaire accessible via the Student Portal on the 
University website (RIDO procedure). Students may access the questionnaire from their personal page after at least 
70% of the scheduled lectures have been delivered. 
 
The data are made available to the Joint Faculty-Student Committee of the School/Department, which analyses and 
comments on them in its annual report concerning the Degree Programmes assigned to the School/Department. 
 
The survey data, disaggregated by individual courses, are examined by the Quality Assurance Committee of the 
Degree Programme, which evaluates them for the purposes of drafting the Review Report. 
 

ARTICLE 23 
Tutoring 

 
As provided for by Article 13 of the University Academic Regulations, the Degree Programme is equipped with a 
tutoring service aimed at providing students, throughout their academic pathway, with a reference faculty member 
who assists them with study-related issues and choices concerning their educational pathway, with the objective of 
preventing delays and dropouts. 
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For first-year tutoring activities, each student is assigned a tutor selected from among the faculty members of the 
Degree Programme. 
 
All faculty members of the Degree Programme serve as tutors for the Degree Programme. 
 

ARTICLE 24 
Revision and Amendment of the Regulations 

 
The Degree Programme Board shall ensure the periodic revision of these Regulations, within 30 days from the 
beginning of each academic year, with regard to the sections concerning the annexes. 
 
The Regulations are proposed by the Degree Programme Board and approved by the reference Department. 
 
Subsequent amendments to the Regulations shall be approved by the Council of the reference Department. 
 
The Regulations shall enter into force immediately and may be amended upon proposal by at least one fifth of the 
members of the Degree Programme Board. 
 
The approved Regulations, together with any subsequent amendments and additions, shall be published on the 
website of the School, where established, and/or the Department, as well as on the website of the Degree 
Programme, and shall be transmitted to the Academic Affairs and Student Services Area – Sector for Academic 
Regulations Planning and Degree Programme Accreditation within 30 days from the approval and/or amendment 
resolution. 
 
For all matters not expressly provided for in these Regulations, reference is made to the University Academic 
Regulations and to the relevant ministerial and University provisions. 

 
Prof. Valentina Di Felice valentina.difelice@unipa.it; 
 
School Educational Manager: 
Dr.ssa Alice Calafiore alice.calafiore@unipa.it; 
 
Head of the Department's Didactic Unit 
Maria Anna Callari  marianna.callari@unipa.it; 
 
Student representatives: 
Davide Mazzara 
davide.mazzare@community.unipa.it 
Margherita Geraci 
Margherita Geraci@community.unipa.it 
 
Members of the Joint Teacher-Student Committee of the School 
Prof. Giuseppe Giglia Giuseppe.giglia@unipa.it 
Margherita Geraci margherita.geraci@unipa.it 
 
 
Members of the QA Committee 
Prof. Valentina Di Felice valentina.difelice@unipa.it 
Prof. Massimiliano Oliveri massimiliano.oliveri@unipa.it 
Prof. Sonia Emanuele sonia.emanuele@unipa.it 
Rappresentante degli studenti 
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Margherita Geraci 
 
Representative of the Technical and Administrative Staff 
Sig. Marianna Callari marianna.callari@unipa.it 
 
References: Student Guide, Guide to access to Bachelor's or Master's degree programmes, Portal “Universitaly” 
http://www.universitaly.it/ 
 
 
  
TABLE 1 - Prerequisites 

 

 
 
TABLE 2 – Faculty Members of the Degree Programme Included in the SUA-CdS 2025–2026 

Teaching Professor 

Biochemistry Sonia Emanuele 

Physiology Giuseppe Giglia 

Cell Biology Chiara Corrado 

Human Anatomy  Marta Szychlinska 

Information Processing Systems in Neuroscience Da nominare 

Neuroanatomy and Nervous Organogenesis Valentina Di Felice 

Neurophysiology Da nominare 

Neurology Roberto Monastero 

Neuropathology Francesco Dieli 

Clinical Psychology Giuseppe Maniaci 

Neuro-psychiatric and Rehabilitation Techniques Erika La Cascia 

Psychiatry Diego Quattrone 

Applied Medical Technical Science Giuseppe Lo Re 

Neuroradiology Cesare Gagliardo 

Neuropharmacology Carla Cannizzaro 

Clinical Biochemistry Giulia Bivona 

Psycobiology Massimiliano Oliveri 
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