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IN THE YEAR OF 2012 ECOCYCLES, THE SUCCESSFUL ERASMUS INTENSIVE PROGRAMME WILL BE ARRANGED IN SWEDEN, JOINTLY WITH OUR HOST INSTITUTION, THE SWEDISH UNIVERSITY OF AGRICULTURAL SCIENCES (SLU) IN ALNARP
This Intensive Program aims to create an international educational platform in sustainable agriculture, renewable energy production (with particular emphasis on bio-energy, solar power, wind and geothermal energy), environmental protection, use of natural resources and rural development taking into account even economical and social factors.
The period of the programme: from the 17th of June 2012 until the 07th of July 2012. Detailed programme will be sent to all participants by the 30th of April 2012.  Place: Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences, Alnarp, Sweden. Credits awarded: 8 ECTS.
Website: http://www.slu.se/en/about-slu/locations/alnarp/   
The deadline of the application for students is the 15th of March 2012. Due this relatively short notice, the local coordinators at the participating universities are kindly requested to nominate their students and send the application forms electronically both to the project coordinator Sándor Némethy, snemethy@karolyrobert.hu ) and the registrar of SLU admission@slu.se to your earliest convenience, but not later than the 15th of March 2012. 
Each participating institution may nominate not more than 4 students within the financial framework of the Intensive Programme. The entry requirements for students are the following:  at least 120 ECTS or more from natural sciences, agriculture, economy or social sciences (knowledge in environmental sciences is an advantage), good skills in English (two years studies of English from Swedish secondary school, TOEFL, Cambridge First Certificate, or any equivalent, internationally recognised certificate, except for students from countries, where the language of tuition is English).

Economy. 
Travel expenses are reimbursed up to 200 Euro/person, concerning both teachers and students. Lodging and two meals per day and printed course information package are free for all participants.
Travel arrangements. 
Both students and teachers are requested to buy their flight tickets in good time in order to get the most favourable price. The travel expenses (up to 200 Euro/person) will be refunded upon arrival and after the presentation of receipt and ticket. Alnarp is in a very advantageous location, close to both Malmö and Copenhagen. Depending on your airport of departure, you can choose between these destinations. There are easily accessible transport facilities (airport bus, airport shuttle) from Copenhagen and from Sturup (the airport of Malmö and Lund) to Malmö City. Transport from Malmö to Alnarp will be provided by the organizers. 
The course: content and structure.
The course consists of lectures, seminars, field work, laboratory exercises and project work. After an introductory week at the home institution, the intensive part of the course begins, which consists of the following modules:

1. Ecological cycles. Natural and artificial cycle processes and their connections. 2 days of lectures (6 hours) and field work (8 hours).  
2. Natural resources management. The concepts management of natural resources the interactions between natural resources and societal changes and conflicts related to natural resources from a sustainability perspective, where environmental issues play a central role.  Fossil and renewable energy production will be discussed. 3 days of lectures (8 hours), seminars (4 hours) and field work/excursions (10 hours). 
3. Sustainable agriculture. The subject areas include crop production, forestry, animal husbandry and related industries, ecological (organic) farming and the problem of GMOs and the production of bio energy (forestry by-products, energy forests and othaer energy crops and biogas). 4 days of lectures (12 hours), seminars (4 hours), laboratory exercises (6 hours) and field work/excursions (10 hours). 
4. Sustainable regional and rural development, industrial structures and urban planning and built environments.  Resource audits, infrastructure, urben planning. Sociological and economical aspects. Case studies. 3 days of lectures (16 hours, seminars (4 hours) and field work/excursions (10 hours).  
5. Environmental protection. Pollution, remediation technologies, prevention. Waste management. Avfallshantering. Life Cycle Assessment and Risk Assessment.  Environmental legislation of Sweden and the European Union. 4 days of lectures (12 hours), seminars (2 hours), laboratory exercises (10 hours) and field work/excursions (8 hours). 
Apart from the scheduled activities, students will have to complete a project work, an assignment from one of the subject areas, for the equivalent of 3 ECTS. The project works shall be sent in electronically both to the responsible teacher at the home university and the project coordinator by the 31st of August 2012.
Please, find enclosed the preliminary Programme Schedule Overview and the Application Form. We are looking forward to receiving your applications. Welcome to Ecocycles!
With best regards:
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Sándor Némethy

Project coordinator

Jan Erik M, 2012-02-23
Ecocycles June 17 – July 7, SLU Alnarp

Preliminary Schedule overview 

	Day
	Programme
	Place

	Sun 17
	Arrival at SLU
	Alnarp

	Module 1. Ecological cycles

	Mon 18
	Lectures
	Alnarp

	Tue 19
	Lectures & Excursion (?)
	Alnarp & ?

	Module 2. Natural resource use

	Wed 20
	Lectures
	Alnarp

	Thu 21
	Excursion (CHP, Solar heating & PV, Smart grids?)
	Malmö?

	Fri 22
	Midsommar (Find place(s) where students can participate)
	Free

	Sat 23
	Midsommar (Suggest places to visit)
	Free

	Sun 24
	Midsommar (Suggest places to visit)
	Free

	Module 3. Sustainable farming and energy production

	Mon 25
	Lectures
	Alnarp

	Tue 26
	Excursion (Energy crops, District heating, Biogas plant)
	Lönnstorp, Lomma , Vrams

	Wed 27
	Lectures
	Alnarp

	Thu 28
	Excursion (Agricultural Field Demonstrations & Exhibition)
	Borgeby Fältdagar

	Module 4. Sustainable regional development, industrial structure, urban planning and housing

	Fri 29
	Lectures
	Alnarp

	Sat 30
	Free
	Free

	Sun 1
	Excursion (Ecocities Augustenborg & Bo01, Source separation of household waste, Recycling, Storm-water management?) 
	Malmö?

	Mon 2
	Lectures
	Alnarp

	Module 5. Environmental conservation

	Tue 3
	Lectures
	Alnarp

	Wed 4
	Lab exercises polluted soil and water
	Malmö?

	Thu 5
	Excursion (Karpalund Use of Biofertilizer, Kristianstads Vattenrike Biosphere Reserve)
	Kristianstad

	Fri 6
	Lectures
	Alnarp

	

	Sat 7
	Departure of students. Teachers and coordinators meeting
	Alnarp
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