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Livia Giacardi earned her high school diploma at the liceo classico in Alba (CN) in 1970, and graduated 

from the University of Turin with a degree in Mathematics (with the maximum score of 110/110) in 1974.  

She received her qualifications for teaching Mathematics and Physics (1976) in secondary schools. She was 

awarded grants from Italy’s National Centre for Research (CNR), working three years (1975-77) in Italy 

(University of Turin) and one year (1979-80) abroad with René Taton at the Centre Alexandre Koyré in 

Paris.  

She held the position of researcher at the University of Turin from 1980 to 1988. In 1998, following a 

national competitive examination, she became an associate professor in the Faculty of Sciences of this 

University, a position she held until 2003, when she received the qualification of full professor of 

Elementary Mathematics from an Advanced Standpoint at the University of Turin. 

She has taught courses of Elementary mathematics from an advanced standpoint, Foundations of 

mathematics, Calculus, Complementary mathematics, and History of mathematics at the University of Turin. 

She has supervised the degree theses of more than 100 students of mathematics.  

She was responsible for projects funded by the Italian National Research Council (CNR) for research in the 

field of history of mathematics (1989, 1991, 1997), and was the coordinator of research in the history of 

mathematics at the University of Torino in 1989-90. At present, she collaborates with national and 

international groups, including the International Group for Research on the History of Mathematics 

Education and CIRMATH on Circulations des mathématiques dans et par les journaux: histoire, territoire et 

publics, 

She has been part of the Steering Committee of the CSSUT (Centre for Studies in the History of the 

University of Turin) since 1990, of the Scientific Committee of Fondazione Filippo Burzio since 1992 (now 

President), one of the Directors of the Associazione Subalpina Mathesis since 1993.  

She has been the Secretary of the Italian Society for the History of Mathematics (SISM) from its founding 

in 2000 to 2008, and is now a member of the Council. For the period 2003-06 she was a member of the 

Scientific Commission of the Italian Mathematical Union (UMI), and she has been re-elected for 2009-12 

and 2012-2015. From 2003 to 2012 she has been a member of the Italian Commission for Mathematics 

Teaching (CIIM). At present she is a member of the INDAM Committee for the History of Mathematics and 

(from 4 December 2015). 

She was a member of the Steering Committee of the journal Rendiconti del Seminario Matematico 

dell'Università e del Politecnico di Torino for the period 1987-90 and she has been a member of the Editorial 

Board of UMI journal La Matematica nella Società e nella Cultura from 2010 to 2015. She has been among 

the editors of the series Convergenze (UMI-CIIM, published by Springer), volumes that address themes of 

importance for mathematics, with special focus on aspects of history, didactics and applications. As 

President of the Scientific Committee of the Fondazione Filippo Burzio she is also one of the editors of the 

book series “Studi e ricerche” regarding the history of science and of scientific institutions in Piedmont. 

She is a member of the Scientific Committee for the Edizione Nazionale delle Opere of R. J. Boscovich. 

She has been an invited lecturer at some 150 conferences and seminars in Italy and abroad, including Basel, 

Helsinki, Toulouse, Braga, Tel Aviv, Madrid, Louvain, Copenhagen, Prague, Monterrey, Lille, Vienna, Caen 

and Lisbon). She was an invited speaker (for a lecture and a seminar) at the Bar-Hillel Colloquium for the 

History, Philosophy and Sociology of Science at the University of Tel Aviv (April 1998). She was a visiting 

professor at the University of Lille 1 (U.F.R. de Mathématiques -Laboratoire Paul Painlevé) in March 2010. 

 



She has organised national and international conferences and seminars as well as exhibitions, including 

that on the history of the Faculty of Sciences of the University of Turin on the occasion of the five-hundredth 

anniversary of its founding. In 2008 she was a member of the International Programme Committee for the 

International Symposium “The First Century of the International Commission on Mathematical Instruction 

(1908-2008)”.  

Her research interests, which have always centred around the history of mathematics, range from 

antiquity to the first half of the twentieth century (the spread of non-Euclidean geometry, the history of 

mathematics education, the scientific traditions in Turin and Piedmont, etc.). She is the author of more than 

180 papers, books and CD on the history of mathematics, for both specialists and for a more general public, 

and she is the editor of two CDs and of three websites dedicated respectively: to documents for the history of 

mathematics teaching in Italy (http://www.mathesistorino.it/?page_id=838, English-Italian),  to The First 

Century of the International Commission on Mathematical Instruction (1908-2008) (with F. Furinghetti) 

(http://www.icmihistory.unito.it/), to C. Segre and the Italian School of Algebraic Geometry 

http://www.corradosegre.unito.it/ 

 

 

PRINCIPAL PUBLICATIONS FROM 2004 TO 2017 
 

Books 

L. GIACARDI 2004 Francesco Faà di Bruno. Ricerca scientifica, insegnamento e divulgazione, 

Torino, Deputazione subalpina di storia patria, Studi e fonti, XII (editorship, 2 essays, etc.). 

L. GIACARDI 2005 L’opera matematica di Francesco Faà di Bruno, CD-Rom, Torino, Dipartimento 

di Matematica dell’Università (Italian-English) 

L. GIACARDI (Ed.), Da Casati a Gentile. Momenti di storia dell'insegnamento secondario della 

matematica in Italia, Pubblicazioni del Centro Studi Enriques, Agorà Edizioni, La Spezia, 2006 

M. MENGHINI, F. FURINGHETTI, L. GIACARDI, F. ARZARELLO, (eds.) 2008. The first century of the 

International Commission on Mathematical Instruction (1908-2008). Reflecting and shaping the world 

of mathematics education, Rome, Istituto della Enciclopedia Italiana. 

L. GIACARDI, C. S. ROERO 2010 La matematica delle civiltà arcaiche. Egitto, Mesopotamia, Grecia, Torino, 

Università Popolare. 

L. GIACARDI, R. TAZZIOLI 2012, “Pel lustro della Scienza italiana e pel progresso dell’alto 

insegnamento” Le lettere di Beltrami a Betti, Tardy e Gherardi, Milano, Mimesis. 

A. CONTE, L. GIACARDI, P. NOVARIA 2013, Corrado Segre (1863-1924). A 150 anni dalla nascita, Catalogo 

delle Mostre documentarie - Novembre 2013 Archivio Storico dell’Università di Torino Accademia 

delle Scienze, Torino Kim Williams Books 

 

Articles and essays 

L. GIACARDI 2004 Il magistero di Corrado Segre a Torino. I quaderni manoscritti delle lezioni universitarie 

(1888-1924), in Manuales de enseñanza en la universidad liberal, Biblioteca del Instituto Antonio 

de Nebrija de estudios sobre la universidad, 13, pp. 449-476. 

L. GIACARDI 2004 Biographies of: Francesco Faà di Bruno, Gino Fano, Angelo Genocchi, Corrado Segre, 

in Profili di maestri dell'Ateneo torinese dal Settecento al Novecento, ed. by Renata Allio, 

Università degli Studi di Torino, pp. 291- 293, 296-298,  311-313, 379-382. 

L. GIACARDI 2004 I manuali per l’insegnamento della geometria elementare in Italia fra Otto e Novecento, 

in TESEO, Tipografi e editori scolastico-educativi dell’Ottocento, ed. by Giorgio Chiosso, Milano, 

Editrice Bibliografica, pp. XCVII-CXXIII. 

L. GIACARDI 2005 L’insegnamento della matematica in Italia dal 1895 al 1923. Il ruolo della Mathesis, in 

Conoscere attraverso la matematica: linguaggio, applicazioni e connessioni interdisciplinari, Atti 

del Congresso Nazionale Mathesis, Anzio-Nettuno, 18-21.11.2004, Roma, pp. 303-344 

L. GIACARDI 2005 Entry: Libri Carrucci dalla Sommaia Guglielmo, in Dizionario Biografico degli Italiani, 

Roma, Istituto della Enciclopedia Italiana  



L. GIACARDI 2006, From Euclid as Textbook to the Giovanni Gentile Reform (1867-1923). Problems, 

Methods and Debates in Mathematics Teaching in Italy, Paedagogica Historica. International Journal 

of the History of Education, XVII, 2006, pp. 587-613. 

L. GIACARDI 2006, Tullio Viola e la matematica delle civiltà arcaiche, in Matematica, arte e tecnica nella 

storia,  Torino, KWB, 2006, pp. pp. 11-28.  

L. GIACARDI 2006-2007 Corrado Segre e le “orge geometriche “ torinesi di fine Ottocento Annali del 

Centro Pannunzio, anno 2006-2007, pp. 243-272. 

A. CONTE, L. GIACARDI 2007 Scienza, tecnologia e politica, in I Savoia. I secoli d’oro di una dinastia 

europea, ed. by W. Barberis, Torino, Einaudi, pp. 177-205. 

L. GIACARDI 2008, Cento anni della International Commission on Mathematical Instruction, in Associazione 

Subalpina Mathesis. Conferenze e Seminari 2007-2008, Torino, Kim Williams Books, pp. 247-314. 

F. ARZARELLO, F. FURINGHETTI, L. GIACARDI, M. MENGHINI 2008, ICMI Renaissance: the emergence of 

new issues in mathematics education , in  The first century of the International Commission on 

Mathematical Instruction (1908-2008). Reflecting and shaping the world of mathematics education, 

Rome: Istituto della Enciclopedia Italiana, 2008, pp. 131-147. 

L. GIACARDI 2008, Mathematics and Scientific humanitas in secondary teaching in Italy, in E. Barbin et Al. 

(eds.), Proceedings of the 5
th
 European Summer University on the History and Epistemology in 

Mathematics Education, Vidavatelsky Servis, Plzen, pp. 724-730. 

L. GIACARDI 2008-2009,  La Corte sabauda e il rinnovamento della ricerca scientifica in Piemonte nella 

prima metà dell’Ottocento Annali del Centro Pannunzio, pp. 243-264. 

L. GIACARDI 2009. The School as “Laboratory”. Giovanni Vailati and the Project to Reform Mathematics 

Teaching  in Italy, International Journal for the History of Mathematics Education, 4, 2009, pp. 5- 

28. 

L. GIACARDI 2009. The Italian contribution to the International Commission on Mathematical Instruction 

from its founding to the 1950s, in Dig where you stand. Proceedings of the Conference on On-going 

Research in the History of Mathematics Education (Garðabær, June 21–23, 2009), University of 

Iceland, Reykjavik, pp. 47-64. 

A. CONTE, L. GIACARDI 2009, L’apprendistato scientifico di Giovanni Plana (1796-1813), in Osservar Le 

stelle. 250 anni di astronomia a Torino. La storia e gli strumenti dell'Osservatorio Astronomico di 

Torino, ed. by Anna Curir Silvana Editoriale, 2009, pp. 143-150. English trans. The scientific 

training and apprenticeship of Giovanni Plana in Observing the stars.250 years of astronomy in 

Turin. The history and the instruments of the astronomical observatory in Turin, ed. by Anna Curir, 

Silvana Editoriale, 2009, pp. 143-151.  

L. GIACARDI 2010, Humanitas scientifica e democratizzazione del sapere. Giovanni Vailati e il progetto di 

riforma dell’insegnamento della matematica, in Roero C.S. (ed.), Peano e la sua Scuola fra 

Matematica, Logica e Interlingua, Deputazione Subalpina di Storia Patria, Torino, pp. 405- 436. 

L. GIACARDI 2010, The Italian School of Algebraic Geometry and Mathematics Teaching in Secondary 

Schools. Methodological Approaches, Institutional and Publishing Initiatives International Journal 
for the History of Mathematics Education, 5, 2010, pp. 1-19. 

F. FURINGHETTI, L. GIACARDI 2011, People, Events, and Documents of ICMI’s First Century, Actes 

d’història de la ciència I de la tècnica, 3 (2)  2010, pp. 11-50  

L. GIACARDI 2011, Testimonianze sulla Scuola italiana di geometria algebrica nei fondi manoscritti della 

Biblioteca  "Giuseppe Peano" di Torino, in S. Montaldo, P. Novaria (eds.) Gli archivi della scienza. 

L’Università di Torino e altri casi italiani, Milano, Franco Angeli, pp. 105-119. 

F. FURINGHETTI, L. GIACARDI 2011, From Rome to Rome: Events, people, and numbers during ICMI’s first 

century. In E. Barbin, M. Kronfellner, & C. Tzanakis (eds.), History and Epistemology in Mathematics 

Education. Proceedings of the Sixth European Summer University ESU 6, Vienna, Verlag Holzhausen 

GmbH / Holzhausen Publishing Ltd. pp. 597-614. 

L. GIACARDI 2012, The Emergence of the Idea of the Mathematics Laboratory in the Early Twentieth 

Century, in K. Bjarnadóttir, F. Furinghetti, J. Matos, G. Schubring Proceedings of the Second 

International Conference on the History of Mathematics Education, Lisbona UIED, pp. 203-225 

L. GIACARDI 2012, Federigo Enriques (1871-1946) and the training of mathematics teachers in Italy. In S. 

Coen (ed.). Mathematicians in Bologna 1861-1960, Basel, Birkhäuser, pp. 209-275. 

F. FURINGHETTI, L. GIACARDI 2012, Training of secondary school teachers in pre- and post-unity Italy 

(1810-1920), ZDM - The International Journal on Mathematics Education, 44, 4, pp. 537-550.  



L. GIACARDI 2012, “Pel lustro della Scienza italiana e pel progresso dell’alto insegnamento” L’impegno dei 

matematici risorgimentali, in Le Università e l’Unità d’Italia (1848-1870), Annali di Storia delle 

Università Italiane, ed. by A. Ferraresi, E. Signori, Bologna Clueb, pp. 233-254. 

L. GIACARDI 2012, Ricerca scientifica e impegno sociale nell’opera di Francesco Faà di Bruno, in L. Pepe 

(ed.), Europa matematica e Risorgimento Italiano, Bologna, Clueb, pp. 243-266. 

L. GIACARDI 2013, I matematici e la formazione degli insegnanti in Italia nel primo Novecento, in  F. 

Ghione (ed.) La formazione degli insegnanti di matematica. L’esperienza italiana a confronto con 

alcune esperienze europee, PRISTEM STORIA 36-37, Milano, Università Bocconi, pp. 61-106. 

L. GIACARDI 2013, Gino Loria Mantova 1862 - Genova 1954. In: Antonio Clericuzio, Saverio Ricci (ed.), Il 

contributo italiano alla storia del pensiero. Scienze, pp. 632-636, Roma: Istituto della Enciclopedia 

italiana 

L. GIACARDI, R. SCOTH 2014, Secondary Mathematics Teaching from the Early Nineteenth Century to the 

Mid-Twentieth Century in Italy, in A. Karp, G. Schubring (eds.), Handbook on History of Mathematics 

Education, New York, NY, pp. 201-228. 

L. GIACARDI 2014, Corrado Segre. A life dedicated to training young researchers, Lettera Matematica 

(2014) 1: 165-171 

L. GIACARDI, F. PASTRONE 2014, Una lettera di Lagrange al padre, in Lettera Matematica PRISTEM 88-

89,Springer, pp. 15-16, English trans.  L. Giacardi, F. Pastrone 2014, A letter from Lagrange to his 

father, Lettera Matematica PRISTEM Int. Springer, Published online. 

L. GIACARDI 2014, Biographies of: Ascoli, Castelnuovo, Loria, Scorza, Severi, in G. Chiosso & R. Sani 

(eds.) Dizionario Biografico dell’Educazione 1800-2000, Milano, Editrice Bibliografica, 2 voll., 

rispettivamente I pp. 69-70, 298-299, II pp. 53-54, 496-497, 510-511. 

L. GIACARDI 2014, Tullio Viola e l'insegnamento della matematica: approcci metodologici e interventi 

istituzionali. In: (eds.): F. Ferrara, L. Giacardi, M. Mosca, Conferenze e Seminari 2013-2014. p. 121-

127, TORINO: Kim Williams Books 

L. GIACARDI 2015, The Italian School of Algebraic Geometry and The Teaching Of Mathematics In 

Secondary Schools: Motivations, Assumptions and Strategies, in Geometria delle varietà algebriche, 

Convegno in occasione del settantesimo compleanno di Alberto Conte, Rendiconti del seminario 

matematico. Università e Politecnico di Torino, Vol. 71, 3–4 (2013), pp. 421 – 461. 

 L. GIACARDI, A. TEALDI 2015, Francesco Severi and mathematics teaching in secondary schools. Science, 

politics and schools in the first half of the twentieth century, in “Dig where you stand” 3. Proceeedings 

of the Third International Conference on the History of Mathematics Education, K. Bjarnadóttir, F. 

Furinghetti, J. Prytz, G. Schubring (eds.), Uppsala: Uppsala University, 2015, pp. 187-202. 

L. GIACARDI 2015, Models in mathematics teaching in Italy (1850-1950), in Proceedings of Second ESMA 

Conference, Cagliari, C. Bruter (ed.), Mathematics and art III, Paris, pp. 9-33. 

L. GIACARDI, E. LUCIANO 2015 Dialoghi Sull'insegnamento della matematica. Lettere inedite. La 

Matematica nella Società e nella Cultura, Vol. VIII dedicato a B. de Finetti, Serie I, pp. 167-236.  

L. GIACARDI, E. LUCIANO, C. PIZZARELLI, C. S. ROERO 2015, Gli Archivi di Corrado Segre presso l’Università 

di Torino, Rivista di storia dell'Università di Torino, Vol. IV, pp. 49-57. 

L. GIACARDI 2016, La Commission Royale et le projet de réforme de l’enseignement des mathématiques en 

Italie (1905-1909). Humanités scientifiques et démocratisation du savoir. In Kahn, P. & Michel Y. 

(eds.) Reformer les disciplines scolaires, XIXe-XXe siècles. Histoires croisées des savoirs enseignés : 

contenus, méthodes, acteurs, contextes. Caen : Presses Universitaires de Caen, 2016, pp. 143-156.  

L. GIACARDI 2016 “Lavorare con le mani e con la mente”. Il laboratorio di matematica fra Ottocento e 

Novecento, L’insegnamento della matematica e delle scienze integrate, 39, 2016, pp. 517-549. 

A. CONTE, L. GIACARDI 2016, in Segre’s University Courses and the Blossoming of the Italian School of 

Algebraic Geometry, in From Classical to Modern Algebraic Geometry. Corrado Segre's Mastership 

and Legacy, Springer 2016, pp. 3-91. 

L. GIACARDI 2016, Corrado Segre: Biographical Timeline, in From Classical to Modern Algebraic 

Geometry. Corrado Segre's Mastership and Legacy, Springer 2016, pp. 325-348. 

L. GIACARDI, E. LUCIANO, C. PIZZARELLI, C. S. ROERO 2016, Corrado Segre’s Archives at the University of 

Turin, in From Classical to Modern Algebraic Geometry. Corrado Segre's Mastership and Legacy, 

Springer 2016, pp. 717-730. 

L. GIACARDI, Gli inizi della Unione Matematica Italiana e del suo Bollettino, Physis Rivista internazionale 

di Storia della Scienza, 51 2016, pp. 45-59. 

L. GIACARDI, M. RASPITZU 2017, Teaching and dissemination of mathematics in Beppo Levi’s work. 



From Italy to Argentina, in “Dig where you stand” 4. Proceedings of the fourth International 

Conference on the History of Mathematics Education. Rome: Nuova Cultura, 2017, pp. 117-132. 

 

Editorship  

L. GIACARDI, C.S. ROERO (eds.) 2006, Matematica, arte e tecnica nella storia,  Torino, KWB, 2006,  pp. 

333.  

M. MENGHINI, F. FURINGHETTI, L., GIACARDI, & F. ARZARELLO, (eds.) 2008. The first century of the 

International Commission on Mathematical Instruction (1908-2008). Reflecting and shaping the world 

of mathematics education, Rome: Istituto della Enciclopedia Italiana. 

2004-2016 Conferenze e seminari, della Associazione Subalpina Mathesis (with  F. Ferrara e  M. Mosca) 

L. GIACARDI, R. ZAN 2013 (eds.) Emma Castelnuovo. L’insegnamento come passione. La Matematica nella 

Società e nella Cultura, VI.1 2013, pp. 3-6 

L. GIACARDI (ed.) 2014. Lagrange matematico europeo. Articles by Bagnoli, Ricuperati, Pepe, Chiorino, 

Predazzi, Terracini. vol. 9, p. 1-125, TORINO: Centro Studi Piemontesi. 

G. ANICHINI, L. GIACARDI, E. LUCIANO 2015, Bruno de Finetti e l'insegnamento della Matematica, “Dalla 

Realtà, nella Realtà, per la Realtà”, La Matematica nella Società e nella Cultura, Vol. VIII Serie I, pp. 

1-500. 

G. CASNATI, A. CONTE, L. GATTO, L. GIACARDI, M. MARCHISIO, A. VERRA 2016, From Classical to Modern 

Algebraic Geometry. Corrado Segre's Mastership and Legacy, Springer 2016. Giacardi la curato la 

sezione Storica e le Appendici. 

 

 

Websites 

Documenti per la storia dell’insegnamento della matematica in Italia  
(http://www.mathesistorino.it/?page_id=838), edited by L. Giacardi 

The First Century of the International Commission on Mathematical Instruction (1908-2008) 

(http://www.icmihistory.unito.it/) edited by F. Furinghetti e L. Giacardi. 

Corrado Segre e la Scuola Italiana di geometria algebrica 

http://www.corradosegre.unito.it/ edited by L. Giacardi (under construction) 

 

The list of the other publications can be accessed at:  

http://www.dipmatematica.unito.it/do/docenti.pl/Show?_id=lmgiacar;sort=U2;search=;hits=179 

(link: Prodotti) 

 

 

 


